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  TIME RESERVED FOR RESIDENTS 
  TO ADDRESS TOWN COMMISSION

The Town Commission agreed on March 10, to set 
a “time certain” for the Good and Welfare portion of their 
meeting agenda.  Good and Welfare is the opportunity 
for residents to speak to the Commission and their fellow 
Surfsiders about an issue not on the Commission meeting 
agenda.  The proposed time is between 8:15 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m.  Residents may continue to address their elected 
officials at any time during the commission meetings, about 
any topic on the agenda. 

This time frame will serve as a guideline.  If Good and 
Welfare needs to be longer than 45 minutes it could be 
extended by a majority vote of the Commission. The Town 
Attorney explained that if Good and Welfare was reached 
before 8:15 p.m. in the evening, the Commission could 
continue with the Agenda until said time, thereby giving the 
Good and Welfare portion some float within the Agenda.

SURFSIDERS MAY BRING GUESTS TO 
MIAMI SHORES AQUATIC CENTER

Beginning April 18, 2009, Surfside residents may bring 
guests to the Aquatic Center on a temporary, trial basis, 
under the following conditions:

A Surfside resident, with a valid Surfside Recreation 		 1.	
	 ID card, will be permitted to bring two (2) guests to the 	
	 Center at any time. 

Each Surfside guest will be required to pay $6.00 at the 	2.	
	 gate before entering the Aquatic Center. 

Surfside residents must accompany and remain with 		3.	
	 their guests while at the Aquatic Center. 

Failure to adhere to all policies, rules and regulations  4.	
	 will result in both the Surfside resident and their guest 	
	 being denied admittance to the Center or in certain 		
	 cases, required to leave the premises.

Attention Surfsiders!

Two Public Workshops will be 
held April 21 & April 28 

at 7:00 p.m., in Town Hall

Topic: 
Proposed Amendments To 
The Comprehensive Plan

The Comprehensive Plan guides 
land use, zoning and development 

within the Town.  

Mayor 
Charles 
Burkett

96th Street Park Basketball 
Courts Closed to the Public 

See page 7 for details.
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At the Commission meeting held on March 10, 2009 
all Second Readings of the following Ordinances 
were deferred to the April 14, 2009 meeting as they 
had not been properly advertised: 

Removal and Proper Disposition of Animal  •	
Fecal Matter 
McMansion Ordinance•	
Temporary Use and Structure Ordinance•	
Planning and Zoning Board Residency •	
Requirements for Architects

At the Commission meeting held on March 10, 2009 
the following Ordinances were introduced for First 
Reading.  Second Reading is scheduled for April 
14, 2009:

1.   An Ordinance of the Town Commission of the Town 
of Surfside, Florida amending Chapter 90 “Zoning”;  
Article V “Design Standards”; Section 90-56 “Fences, 
Walls and Hedges”; providing for severability; providing 
for inclusion in the Code; providing for conflicts; and 
providing for an effective date.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

2.  An Ordinance amending the Code of the Town of 
Surfside; creating Section 2-180 (D) of the Code to 
Institute Pre-Tax Employee “Pick-Up” Contributions 
as permitted by Section 414 (H) 2 of the Internal 
Revenue Code; providing for severability; providing for 
Codification; providing an effective date.
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

3.   An Ordinance of the Town Commission of the Town 
of Surfside, Florida amending Section 6.05 of Article 
VI “Rules of Procedure for Town Meetings”; providing 
for severability; providing for inclusion in the Code; 
providing for conflicts and providing for an effective 
date.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

4.  An Ordinance of the Town Commission of the Town 
of Surfside, Florida amending Section 66-35, “Schedule 
of Fees” of the Code of Ordinances to establish new 
rates for solid waste removal to downtown commercial 
establishments with a 10% fee reduction which shall 
be effective October 1, 2009; providing for inclusion 
in the Code by; repealing all Ordinances or parts of 
Ordinances in conflict herewith; and providing for an 
effective date.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

5.  An Ordinance of the Town Commission of the 
Town of Surfside, Florida amending Chapter 2, 
“Administration” of the Town Code of Ordinances 

to create and adopt Section 2-27 “Legal Defense of 
Public Officers, Employees and Agents”; providing for 
severability; providing for inclusion in the Code; and 
providing for an effective date.  VOTE:  4-1 (Mayor 
Burkett dissenting)

6.  An Ordinance of the Town Commission of the Town 
of Surfside, Florida amending Article III, “Property 
Maintenance Standards” of Chapter 14 “Building 
and Building Regulations” to establish Section 14-
55 “Maintenance of Vacant Lots”; providing for 
severability; providing for inclusion in the Code; 
providing for conflicts and providing for an effective 
date.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

The following Resolutions were approved:
 
7.   A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of 
Surfside, Florida supporting amendments to the Florida 
Statutes to Increase Mortgage Holders’ Responsibility 
for delinquent Condominium, Cooperative and 
Homeowner Associations fees, regular assessments 
and special assessments on units in foreclosure and 
on foreclosed units; and providing for an effective 
date.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

8.   A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town 
of Surfside, Florida authorizing the purchase of office 
furniture and execute a lease of a color copier/printer/
fax for the Office of the Town Attorney; authorizing 
the Town Manager to execute all purchase orders 
or other required documentation; authorizing the 
re-appropriation of Fund Balance (Reserves) to the 
General Fund; amending the Town’s Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2008-2009; and providing for an effective date.  
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

In other matters… 

Town Attorney, Lynn Dannheisser, introduced her Law 
Intern, Adam Bender.  He is a recent graduate of St. 
Thomas University and has worked for the Broward 
County Attorney’s Office.  While he prepares for the 
Bar he is working for the Town “pro bono”, in exchange 
for tutelage from Ms. Dannheisser.  In May, Adam 
will receive the Florida Bar City/County and Local 
Government Section Law Student Award.

Regarding the possible implementation of red light 
cameras in the Town of Surfside, the Commission 
decided that a date for a public workshop would be 
chosen and providers would be invited to present.

Surfside COMMISSION Highlights

(Continued on page 3)
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Community Center •	 - Bids are due on April 23rd for 
the Community Center concepts.

Beach Walk •	 - The County is providing weed control 
on the Beach Walk.

Emergency Management - •	 The 1st draft of the 
Emergency Management Plan is complete and has 
been submitted to FEMA for funding consideration.

Public Utilities / Engineering:  •	 Grant applications 
have been made for the “GREEN” components of 
the Community Center and for stormwater, drinking 
water and sanitary sewer improvements.

Building Code Services •	 - While building permit 
activity has slowed everywhere, an application has 
been received for a new hotel on the Best Western 
site and it is now in staff review.  Another project at 
9300 Collins Avenue is also moving forward.  There 
will be no site plan amendment but there will be a 
major facelift – a new 26 room boutique hotel – same 
footprint, same height.

 
Grant Applications •	 - The applications relevant to 
the federal stimulus package are now “loans” with a 
portion to be forgiven.   

TOWN OF SURFSIDE PROJECTS
A Progress Report

By a 3-2 vote of the Commission (Vice Mayor 
Imberman and Commissioner Calderon dissenting), 
an offer of $7,500 to Indian Creek was approved as a 
show of good faith in relation to the Fire Service Opt-
Out Litigation.

The Commission received an update on pending 
projects from Calvin Giordano & Associates (CGA).

Boat storage notices were suspended until the affected 
residents could attend a Planning & Zoning Board 
meeting to discuss their ideas.

Parks & Recreation Director, Tim Milian was directed 
to investigate costs of “Vita Course” Beach Fitness 
Stations.  The Parks & Recreation Committee was to 
review the costs and come back to the Commission 
with a recommendation.

During discussion of a Community Garden, the 
Commission decided that those individuals interested 

in this venture were to present a plan to the Town 
Manager.

Vice Mayor Imberman praised Special Projects 
Coordinator, Jody Roodman for parrying down 
the information in the Town Gazette to the vitals.  
Commissioner Weinberg indicated that people like to 
see photos in the Gazette. Mayor Burkett added that 
the Gazette is fine and agreed that Jody does a great 
job.

Traffic Engineer, James Spinks, from Calvin, Giordano 
and Associates gave a brief presentation regarding 
speed table installation on Byron & Abbott Avenues.  
The Commission determined that there would be two 
phases to the contract and that installation would be 
first and then curb and guttering or landscaping would 
be second.  

Surfside COMMISSION Highlights

FDOT BEGINS LIGHTING ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

FDOT recently began a lighting enhancement project along 96th Street/Kane Concourse 
from West Broadview Drive to East Harbor Drive.  The project is scheduled to last 
approximately 6 months, although bad weather or unforeseen circumstances could 
impact the schedule.  Lane closures are expected, seven days a week, from 9:00 am 
- 3:30 pm.  On-street parking will be restricted at various times and locations while 
construction is underway.



4 April 2009

For your reading pleasure…

Adult Fiction:
The Help •	 by Kathryn Stockett
The Brass Verdict •	 by Michael Connelly
The First Patient •	 by Michael Palmer

Adult Non-fiction:
Dewey: The Small Town Library Cat Who Touched •	
the World by Vicki Myron
Snowball: Warren Buffett and the Business of Life•	  
by Alice Schroeder
Voluntary Madness:  My Year Lost and Found In •	
the Loony Bin by Norah Vincent
Green Chic: Saving the Earth in Style•	   
by Christie Matheson
The Jewish Americans: Three Centuries of •	
Jewish Voices in America by Beth S. Wenger

Children’s Books:  
The Case of the Bizarre Bouquets: an Enola •	
Holmes Mystery by Nancy Springer
The River Between Us•	  by Richard Peck
Fancy Nancy’s Favorite Fancy Words from •	
Accessories to Zany by Jane O’Connor
Do Dolphins Really Smile?•	   by Laura Driscoll
Tap Dancing on the Roof: Sijo (Poems)•	  by Linda 
Sue Park
Bear Feels Sick•	  by Karma Wilson
Tiny Tortilla•	  by Arlene Williams

DVD’s:
Pinocchio (G)  •	
Arranged  (NR)  (foreign film)•	
The Neighbor  (PG-13)•	
The Blue Elephant  (PG)•	

Surfside Library
Storytime will be held on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 from 10:00 am-11:00 am. 

The library is closed at this time, so please knock on the door for admittance.  

THE SURFSIDE BOOK CLUB WELCOMES ALL RESIDENTS!!!
The Surfside Book Club is set to meet on Tuesday, April 21, 2009 

at 7:00 p.m.  The book selection is “The Appeal” by John Grisham.  
Please be sure to confirm date, time, and place by contacting Kim at: 

kimjo614@the-beach.net 

beautification 
committee

Residents are reminded to 
please keep garbage cans, in 

your side yard, for pick-up.  Help 
keep Surfside properties neat in 

appearance.

The RECYCLING days this 
month will be Wednesday, 
April  8 & 22.  The wheeled, 

recycling container is only to be 
used for recyclable materials (e.g. 

glass, plastics, aluminum).  
Do not use it for garbage or trash.

Baynanza 2009
Biscayne Bay Cleanup Day

Saturday, April 18th 
9:00 am - Noon

All Ages Welcome!!!

Surfside Clean-Up Site:
On the beach at 94th Street,

behind the Best Western.

Registration forms available at:
Town Hall or online

www.miamidade.gov/derm

PUBLIC WORKS NEWS
Post/rope barrier installed at •	
temporary parking lot adjacent to 
Community Center lot. 

The fence around the Community •	
Center lot was painted.  

Finished video and cleaning of •	
sanitary sewer system. Identifies 
existing conditions and locations 
where repairs are needed. 

Cleaned storm water catch basins •	
and lines. 

Repaired sprinkler lines in business •	
district planters. 

Refurbished business district •	
planters.
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April 5, 12, 19, and 26

3rd Annual 
Surfside Arts Festival

SURFSIDE BUSINESS DIRECTORY AVAILABLE APRIL 6TH
The Tourist Bureau is pleased to announce that as of Monday, April 6th, the contemporary 
designed, Surfside Business Directory will be available at Town Hall and at the Tourist Bureau 
office.  It is also posted on the Town and Tourist Bureau websites: www.townofsurfsidefl.gov 
and www.visitsurfsidefl.com. In addition to addresses and phone numbers, the directory 
offers a new feature, which is the inclusion of website addresses, (where applicable), for 
your favorite shops and services.  The public is invited to stop by and pick up a copy of this 
handy reference guide.

 

Tourist Bureau
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Spring Egg Hunt 
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Youth Programs
In Progress:

Kidokinetics “Tots”: Ages 2-4	
Kidokinetics:  Ages 3-5
Pre-School Ballet:  Ages 3-5	
Ballet: Ages 5-7 and 8-10
Gymnastics:  Ages 3-5 & 6-13	
Acrobatics & Tumbling: Ages 8-15
Hip Hop Jazz Dance: Ages 6-13	
Arts and Crafts:  Ages 3-5 & 6-10
Chess Program

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
New Program!!!

Youth Instructional 
Basketball Program:

Residents $60 / Non-Residents $150 
(per person 6 weeks = 12 classes)

 
Tuesday & Thursday, April 21 - May 28     

	 Ages	 4	-	6	 (coed) 	 4:00 - 5:00 pm
	 Ages	 6	-	9 	 (coed)	 5:00 - 6:00 pm  
	 Ages	 10	-	13	 (girls)	 6:00 - 7:00 pm
	 Ages	 10	-	13	 (boys)	 7:00 - 8:00 pm   
	 Ages	 10	-	13	 (girls)	 6:00 - 7:00 pm
	 Ages	 10	-	13	 (boys)	 7:00 - 8:00 pm

Note:  Space is Limited.  Fees include 1 
shirt.  Resident registration is in progress.  

Non-resident registration begins April 20th.  
Program will be held at 96th Street Park.

Adult Programs
Please bring a mat to the following 

programs in progress:
Zumba, Pilates, Yoga, Yogalates

Yoga for Active Adults (55+)

SURF’S UP IN SURFSIDE!
Surf Lessons 

Residents $100 / Non-Residents $150 
(4 Lessons)

Surfboards will be provided.

Sunday, May 3 - May 24
	 Ages:	 5-8	 9:30 am	-	11:00 am
	 Ages:	9-15	 11:00 am	-	12:30 pm

Space is limited.  Lessons will be held at 9301 
Collins Avenue (in front of the Lifeguard Tower).  

Registration for Surfside residents begins 
April 5th. Non-resident registration begins April 
19th.  Proof of residency is required at time of 
registration.  Refunds will not be given for 

classes missed.

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST KNOW HOW TO 
SWIM! NO EXCEPTIONS.

Attention Surfside 
Residents!

The 96th Street Park Basketball 
Courts will be Closed to the Public

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
April 21st - May 28th  

4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
*Courts will be available for 
open play at all other times.

Senior Trip to Fairchild 
Tropical Botanic Garden 

Enjoy exquisite sculptures amidst rare tropical 
plants, flowering trees and vines.

Thursday, April 23
Residents $10  •   Non-Residents $15

Fee includes transportation, admission & a 
special tram tour 

Bus departs from Town Hall at 9:30 am & returns 
approximately at 3:30 pm

Registration is in progress at the Parks & Recreation 
Department Modular, located behind Town Hall.

THE MIAMI SHORES 
AQUATIC CENTER

will be CLOSED on April 20, 2009.
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Surfside Police Crime Statistics 
Monthly Activity by Classification

Classification Jan Feb +/-

Homicide 0 0 0

Involuntary Sexual Battery 0 0 0

Lewd / lascivious 1 2 1

Aggravated Assault–Battery 1 0 -1

Burglary Structure 2 1 -1

Burglary Conveyance 0 2 2

Grand Theft 2 6 4

Fraud 3 1 -2

Robbery 0 0 0

Grand Theft Auto 2 1 -1

Total Part One Crimes 11 13 2

Battery  Simple 5 1 -4

Domestic Violence 1 0 -1

Theft  Under 7 4 -3

Criminal Mischief 1 5 4

Driving Under Influence 14 7 -7

Total Part Two Crimes 28 17 -11

Traffic Citations 620 680 60

Arrests 48 42 -6

Parking Citations 613 530 -83

OFFICER PATRICK MCKENNA 
PROMOTED TO SERGEANT

At a ceremony held on March 4th, the Surfside Police 
Department promoted Patrick McKenna to the rank of 
Sergeant.  Sgt. McKenna was born and raised in Boston.  
He completed a Bachelors Degree in Criminal Justice and is 
currently enrolled in a Masters Program at FIU. Patrick began 
his law enforcement career with the Boston PD in 1996.  He 
was a motorman for five years and was on SWAT for five 
years.  Sgt. McKenna joined the Surfside Police Department 
in May 2006.  He has been a Field Training Officer and in 2007 
was selected to be a K-9 handler, partnering with “Kilo”.  He 
is also the department’s taser instructor.

Police Department

(L-R) Police Chief Dave Allen, Patrick’s wife Eligia, Sergeant 
Patrick McKenna, his daughter Jacey and Assistant Chief 
John Di Censo.

THE SURFSIDE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION IS NOW OPEN TO THE WORLD:
Establishes its own website:  WWW.SURFSIDEBIZ.COM

The Surfside Business Association (SBA) is now accessible to a global market 
with the establishment of its own website.  The website is a work in progress, 
and updates will continue to be made.  The SBA plans to take photos of the 
local shops and post them on the website.   On-line users will see that the 
Town offers a variety of products to suit everyone’s shopping needs. For 
stores that already have their own websites, the SBA will link those websites 
to the Association’s website. It is anticipated that the new website will have 
a very positive impact on the Town.  The Business Association’s promotion 
of the unique mix of stores & services in the downtown district will attract 
customers, visitors and possibly new vendors to Surfside.   Please contact 
Surfside Business Association President, Eli Tourgeman (305) 864-9700 with 
your comments and suggestions.  
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The Surfside Police Department has empowered the citizens 
they serve by providing a free on-line crime information 
system that allows citizens to receive automatic daily, weekly 
or monthly email alerts if/when crimes occur near their 
home. Citizens can also view reported crime activity on an 
easy to use map for any location within the Surfside Police 
Department’s boundaries. The service, located at www.
townofsurfsidefl.gov/police.asp, (or at www.crimereports.
com), provides neighborhood crime data in near real-time 
and can be accessed 24/7/365. Crime incident data is 
updated nightly and includes:  Incident type, date, location, 
the distance from a citizen’s address, event identification, 
case number, and a brief crime incident description.

“Surfside Police ‘CrimeReports’ will prove particularly 
valuable to those in the community who want to stay 
informed and current about what is occurring in their 
neighborhoods and will allow residents to work with the 
police department to address neighborhood crime issues.” 
said Chief David Allen.

Later in 2009, the CrimeReports program plans to introduce 
additional services to support community policing and 
neighborhood watch® programs.  Upcoming new features 
will include:

-	 Community alerts, allowing the SPD to send information 
alerts to specific neighborhoods

-	 Neighborhood Watch tools, where residents of specific 
neighborhoods can contribute information

-	 Video integration, allowing law enforcement to attach 
digital video to specific crimes when it is available

The LEO awards is an annual event 
which provides an opportunity to 
recognize the achievements of 
outstanding police officers and 
prosecutors from throughout Miami-
Dade County.   Former Surfside Police 
Department Crime Prevention & 
Training Coordinator, Tom Lederman, 
was the recipient of the LEO of the Year 
Support Services Award.  Tom became 
a familiar face to Surfside residents, 
as he led numerous Citizen Police 
Academy sessions and participated in 
many Crime Prevention events in the 
community.  As a retired Sergeant from 
Miami Beach (strategic investigations: 
narcotics, organized crime), Tom 

brought considerable expertise to the Surfside Police 
Department and qualified all of the officers with firearms, 
and initiated new instruction on rifles, bicycles, ATV’s, driver 
improvement, criminal investigation and officer survival.  He 
also conducted individual and roll call training on 1st line 
supervision, narcotics, prostitution and terrorism.  

Surfside Detective Joe Matthews was a runner-up in the 
Support Services category.  Joe took on the monumental 

task of overseeing and implementing the lap top computer 
project for the department.  In addition to capably handling his 
investigative work, Joe is also frequently called upon to lend 
his technical expertise to the department’s administration.  

With his background in technology, Detective Matthews 
was able to research different systems, and visit and 
receive recommendations from other police departments. 
After months of research, he made recommendations for 
enhancements to the security, identification and keypad 
system; computer aided dispatch; records management; 
mobile laptop system; dispatch Dictaphone; and new 
procedures for compiling departmental and state statistics.

With forfeiture funds, and through Detective Matthews’ 
expertise and knowledge, the department purchased the 
new technology. His next step was to train 
the entire police department to operate the 
advanced equipment. Joe accomplished 
this tremendous task by volunteering 
his time and changing his schedule on a 
daily basis. He also conducted remedial 
instruction for those in need and trained 
“techs” for each squad.

Police Department (Continued from page 8)

SURFSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT WELL REPRESENTED
AT LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS (LEO) AWARDS

Tom Lederman

Detective Joe 
Matthews

SURFSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES ON-LINE 
CRIME INFORMATION SYSTEM

BICYCLE REGISTRATION 
& SAFETY DAY  
Friday, April 17th, 
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm   
All ages welcome! 
96th Street Park



April 2009 Calendar
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING IS TUESDAY,  APRIL 14,  AT 7:00 PM

Beautification Committee....................................................2nd Monday of the Month at 7:15 pm (04/13/09)
Charter Review Committee..................................................................................Monday, April 27 at 7:00 pm
Education Committee........................................................ 1st  Thursday of the Month at 8:00 pm (04/02/09) 
Parks & Recreation Committee....................................... 3rd  Thursday of the Month at 7:00 pm (04/16/09)
Planning & Zoning Board ...............................................Last Thursday of the Month at 7:00 pm (04/30/09) 
Tourist Bureau.......................................................................1st Monday of the Month at 6:00 pm (04/06/09)

PUBLIC INPUT WORKSHOPS

regarding changes to the Evaluation & Appraisal Report (EAR)
WILL BE HELD ON  APRIL 21 & APRIL 28 

at 7:00 pm in Town Hall. 
The report assesses the progress on implementing the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. 

	 Summer Camp & Teen Camp: Resident Registration Begins...........April 13
	 Bicycle Registration & Safety Day..........................................................April 17
	 Baynanza....................................................................................................April 18  
	 Storybook Festival....................................................................................April 26

UPCOMING:

	 Charity “Dog Show” for the North Shore Kiwanis Club.....................May 17
	 Memorial Day Ceremony.........................................................................May 25 

Please note that all times & dates listed, except Town Commission meetings, are tentative and subject to 
change.  To verify the information, contact Town Hall at (305) 861-4863, visit the Website 

www.townofsurfsidefl.gov or tune in to channel 77.

Town Officials
Gary L. Word...............Town Manager
Debra E. Eastman.............Town Clerk
Lynn M. Dannheisser...Town Attorney
David E. Allen...................Police Chief

Town Commission/Manager 
E-Mails

mayor@townofsurfsidefl.gov
hweinberg@townofsurfsidefl.gov
mimberman@townofsurfsidefl.gov
slevine@townofsurfsidefl.gov
ecalderon@townofsurfsidefl.gov
gword@townofsurfsidefl.gov

Town Commission
Charles W. Burkett................... Mayor
Marc Imberman................Vice Mayor
Howard S. Weinberg....Commissioner
Steven Levine..............Commissioner
Elizabeth Calderon.......Commissioner

Town E-Mail
deastman@townofsurfsidefl.gov 

Business Numbers
Town Hall...............................(305) 861-4863
Community Center.................(305) 866-3635
Tennis Courts.........................(305) 866-5176
Tourist Bureau.......................(305) 864-0722
Library...................................(305) 865-2409
Surfside Police Department...(305) 861-4862

Emergency Only
Fire/Police..............................(305) 861-1115
All Other:................................(305) 861-4862 

100% of the electricity used to manufacture LOE Dull Text 100lb/148gsm is from Sappi 
generated renewable energy sources. LOE contains fiber from well-managed, independently 
certified forests and contains 30% post consumer recycled fiber.


