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P urpose       &  G oals  

In  ear ly  Fa l l  2006,  Seth  Har r y  & Assoc ia tes ,  Inc . , 
Arch i tec ts  and Town P lanners ,  was chosen to 
lead a  c i t i zen’s  par t ic ipa tor y  v is ion ing process 
for  the  Town of  Sur fs ide ,  F lor ida .    Th is  process, 
both  the  char re t te  i tse l f  and the  fo l low-up work 
assoc ia ted wi th  the  product ion of  th is  document , 
was under taken wi th  spec i f ic  goa ls  and ob ject ives 
in  mind:  

F i rs t  and foremost ,  was the  des i re  to  ach ieve 
a  rea l is t ica l ly  ach ievab le ,  co l lec t ive ly  def ined 
v is ion for  the  on-go ing evo lu t ion of  Sur fs ide  as 
a  dynamic l i v ing p lace,  a round which the  ent i re 
communi ty  cou ld  reach a  consensus as to  what  i ts 
co l lec t ive  fu ture  shou ld  be.  

And secondly,  to  ar t icu la te  tha t  v is ion in  a  conc ise 
ye t  comprehens ive  way,  such tha t  subsequent 
s teps toward implementa t ion  cou ld  be made 
as exped i t ious ly  as  reasonab ly  poss ib le ,  and 
cons is tent  wi th  the  conceptua l  ideas and proposa ls 
out l ined in  th is  as  poss ib le .

To tha t  end,  ever y  a t tempt  was made to  ensure 
tha t  a l l  o f  the  concepts  and recommendat ions 
presented in  th is  document  re f lec t  not  on ly  the 
pub l ic-par t ic ipa tor y  process which in i t ia l ly  forged 
these ideas,  but  a lso the  profess iona l  judgement 
o f  the  des ign team to  he lp  ensure  the  cred ib i l i ty 
and feas ib i l i ty  o f  the  ideas proposed here in .

Nonethe less,  i t  is  impor tant  to  note  tha t  many 
of  the  issue-spec i f ic  ideas represented wi th in 
th is  document  wi l l  need to  be sub jected to  a 
more r igorous techn ica l  des ign process,  pr ior  to 
implementa t ion. 




