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K E Y  I S S U E S

The November  2006 Sur fs ide  Pub l ic  Char re t te 
process resu l ted in  a  number  o f  c lear  mandates 
for  mov ing the  town for ward in  a  coherent  and 
wel l -s t r uctured f ramework.    Key concerns and 
spec i f ic  recommendat ions focused on a  few 
cr i t ica l  a reas,  l i s ted a t  the  r igh t  s ide  o f  th is  page, 
and the  recommendat ions of fe red re f lec ted both 
the  c lear ly  a r t icu la ted in te res ts  o f  the  communi ty, 
as  we l l  as  the  co l lec t ive  exper ience and exper t ise 
o f  the  consu l tan t  team.

Spec i f ic  recommendat ions for  the  key sub ject 
a reas are  as  fo l lows:

Traf f ic
Implement  incrementa l  t ra f f ic  ca lming in i t ia t ive , 
a imed a t  reduc ing immedia te  impacts  and 
document ing a  cred ib le  bas is  for  add i t iona l 
ac t ions,  as  war ranted.

Pursue ob ject ive  o f  rever t ing  the  one-way pa i r  o f 
Hard ing and Co l l ins  Avenues to  the i r  h is tor ic  two-
way f low,  and ins t i tu te  road d ie t  s t ra teg ies  and 
o ther  thoroughfare  improvement  programs.

Implement  a  comprehens ive  communi ty-wide 
s t ree tscape improvement  program to  crea te  safer,  
more  a t t rac t ive  s t ree ts  tha t  promote  walk ing and  
enhance the  va lue  and l i vab i l i ty  o f  Sur fs ide .

The Execut ive  Summar y is  de l ibera te ly  located 
here ,  a t  the  end of  the  charre t te  process and 
conceptua l  des ign sect ions of  th is  document ,  to 
focus on the spec i f ic  recommendat ions that  came 
out  o f  the  publ ic-par t ic ipator y  master  p lann ing 
and v is ion ing event  which took p lace in  Sur fs ide, 
in  November,  2006,  and which fo l lows.

Nonethe less,  i t  is  impor tant  to  reemphas ize  that , 
even though a  great  dea l  o f  the  mater ia l  in  th is 
document  went  through substant ia l  add i t iona l  
scrut iny  and re f inement ,  post-charre t te ,  based 
upon the co l lect ive  exper t ise  o f  the  consu l tant 
team,  and subsequent  fo l low-on cons idera t ion 
regard ing the pract ica l  mer i ts  o f  the  proposa ls 
conta ined here in ,  a l l  o f  the  work  in  th is  document 
was in formed,  both  in i t ia l l y,  and cont inuous ly, 
by  the ongoing input  o f  the  communi ty  and i ts 
representa t ives.

Downtown Commercia l  and Tour ism Distr ic t
Ins t i tu te  major  s t ree tscape improvement  program 
based upon proposed reconf igura t ion  of  Hard ing 
Avenue to  two lane,  two way t ra f f ic  f low.
Implement  comprehens ive  park ing management 
program.

Fund and bu i ld  new park ing decks to  suppor t  and 
encourage in f i l l  and redeve lopment  o f  new mixed-
use pro jec ts .

Create  new mixed-use zon ing incent ives to  enab le 
and encourage the  crea t ion of  new outdoor  parks 
and p lazas in  the  downtown core  and es tab l ish  a 
grea ter  “sense of  p lace.”

Implement  new zon ing too ls  to  encourage and 
incent iv ise  new mixed-use deve lopment  in  the 
downtown core ,  tha t  respects  the  ex is t ing character 
and sca le  o f  the  communi ty,  whi le  improv ing the 
town’s  tax  base and f inanc ia l  v iab i l i ty.

Parks and Recreat ion
Create  a  pedest r ian  and b icyc le  ne twork  tha t 
l inks  the  Town’s  parks,  recreat iona l  and natura l 
ameni t ies  in to  an “emera ld  neck lace.”

Create  safer  p lay  env i ronments  for  Sur fs ide ’s 
fami l ies .

Improve/enhance ex is t ing parks  and under-u t i l i zed 
pub l ic  proper t ies  to  dramat ica l ly  increase the 
number  and qua l i ty  o f  parks  and open space wi th in 
the  communi ty.

Deve lop an e f fec t ive  s t ra tegy for  conso l ida t ing 
and re locat ing ex is t ing recreat iona l  fac i l i t i es  to 
improve access and conven ience for  the  major i ty 
o f  Sur fs ide ’s  res idents .

Archi tecture and Form-Based Codes
Deve lop and implement  Form-Based Codes 
and Regu la t ions tha t  wi l l  p ro tect  and enhance 
Sur fs ide ’s  un ique character  and charm,  whi le 
prov id ing reasonab le  pred ic tab i l i ty  for  investors 
and homeowners  a l ike .

Ident i f y  a rch i tec tura l  s ty les  tha t  a re  appropr ia te 
to  Sur fs ide  and which re f lec t  the  t rad i t ions of  the 
communi ty.

Landscape Regulat ions
Create  landscape regu la t ions tha t  promote 
appropr ia te  and susta inab le  p lan t  spec ies ,  na t ive 
or  acc l imat i zed to  the  area.

Ut i l i ze  new landscape code to  encourage a 
more coherent  and a t t rac t ive  appearance to  the 
communi ty.

P lant  shade t rees a long a l l  thoroughfares to 
improve the  pedest r ian  env i ronment  to  promote 
walkab i l i ty.

Consc ious ly  des ign landscape codes to  promote 
safe ty  and encourage ne ighbor l iness.




