Town of Surfside
Town Commission Meeting
October 10, 2017
7:00 pm
Town Hall Commission Chambers ‐ 9293 Harding Avenue, 2nd Floor
Surfside, FL 33154
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October 10, 2017
Daniel Dietch, Mayor
Florida Public Service Commission Urging Resolution

Objective: To seek direction from the Town Commission whether it desires to adopt the attached
urging resolution to the Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) to require Florida Power & Light
Company (FPL) to improve safety, reliability and service associated with electric facilities in the Town
of Surfside, including hurricane and/or storm preparedness and restoration efforts.
Consideration: Many Surfside residents have expressed their frustration over the reliability and
service provided by FPL. Certain reliability and service issues, unrelated to storms and/or hurricanes,
have been raised with FPL repeatedly and concerns have intensified in the aftermath of Hurricane
Irma. Historically, the Town has advocated on behalf of its residents and other stakeholders by
expressing its concerns directly to FPL. Despite these efforts, concerns remain related to reliability
and service. Accordingly, it seems prudent to now focus our attention to the FPSC, the agency that
regulates electric utilities in Florida, and urge them to take action with FPL and require improvements
related to the safety, reliability and service provided, including hurricane and/or storm preparedness
and restorations efforts. The Resolution would further authorize the Town Manager and Town
Attorney to file complaint(s) with the FPSC and intervene in and/or support any proceedings before
the FPSC related to service improvement and hurricane preparedness and restoration betterments.
The FPSC’s stated role is “making sure that Florida's consumers receive some of their most essential
services — electric, natural gas, telephone, water, and wastewater — in a safe, reasonable, and
reliable manner.” Their authority extends to regulatory authority over monitoring safety, reliability,
and service provided by FPL.
The attached Resolution urges the FPSC to require FPL to improve safety, reliability and service to
the residents and businesses of the Town of Surfside, including necessary measures to address
hurricane and/or storm preparedness. Such measures may include addressing and improving areas
such as weather hardening, line clearing, additional financial support related to undergrounding of
utilities and improved data sharing with municipalities, and enhancing service standards with
associated penalties for non‐compliance.
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Recommendation: Adopt the attached Resolution urging the FPSC to require FPL to improve safety,
reliability and service within the Town of Surfside, including hurricane and/or storm preparedness
and restoration efforts, and authoring the Town Manager and Town Attorney to take all action
necessary to implement the purposes of the Resolution.
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-__
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE
TOWN OF SURFSIDE, FLORIDA, URGING THE FLORIDA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO REQUIRE FLORIDA
POWER & LIGHT TO IMPROVE SAFETY, RELIABILITY
AND SERVICE OF ITS ELECTRIC FACILITIES WITHIN
THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE, INCLUDING HURRICANE
PREPAREDNESS
AND
RESTORATION
EFFORTS;
PROVIDING FOR AUTHORIZATION; PROVIDING FOR
TRANSMITTAL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE
WHEREAS, on Monday, September 4, 2017, Hurricane Irma was declared a major
hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 120 mph; and
WHEREAS, Hurricane Irma posed a severe threat to the entire State of Florida and
required timely precautions to be taken to protect communities, critical infrastructure, and
general welfare; and
WHEREAS, on September 9, 2017, Hurricane Irma made landfall in the State of Florida
as a major hurricane, causing substantial damage to power lines and resulting in widespread
power outages and interruptions; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Surfside (the “Town”) was experiencing reliability and
service-related issues in connection with its electric service by Florida Power and Light
Company (“FPL”), which issues were intensified in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma; and
WHEREAS, the Town Commission finds that urging the Florida Public Service
Commission (the “PSC”) to require FPL to improve safety, reliability and service, including
hurricane and/or storm preparedness and restoration efforts, is in the best interest of the Town
and public safety.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN
COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.

Recitals. The foregoing recitals are confirmed, adopted, and incorporated

herein and made a part hereof by this reference.
Section 2.

Urging the PSC. The PSC is hereby urged to require FPL to improve

safety, reliability and service, including hurricane and/or storm preparedness and restoration
efforts. The Town Commission hereby expresses its support of the PSC’s review of electric
utility hurricane preparedness and restoration actions.
Section 3.

Authorization. The Town Manager and the Town Attorney are hereby

authorized to take any and all actions necessary to implement this Resolution, including but not
limited to, filing complaint(s) with the PSC and/or intervening in or supporting any proceedings
before the PSC related to service improvements and hurricane preparedness and restoration.
Section 4.

Transmittal. The Town Clerk is hereby directed to transmit this

Resolution to Florida Governor Rick Scott and the PSC and staff as deemed appropriate by the
Town Manager to ensure that the Town’s position is clearly received and understood.
Section 5.

Effective Date. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon

its adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of October, 2017.
Motion by

_______________________________________

Second by

_______________________________________

__________________________________
DANIEL DIETCH, MAYOR
ATTEST:

Sandra Novoa, MMC, Town Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY
FOR THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE ONLY:

Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman, P.L.
Town Attorney

FINAL VOTE ON ADOPTION:
Commissioner Daniel Gielchinsky
Commissioner Michael Karukin
Commissioner Tina Paul
Vice-Mayor Barry Cohen
Mayor Daniel Dietch

