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Meetings and events are subject to change. 
For the most up to date calendar please visit 
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5/2/24  Pre-Bid Meeting ITB 2024-04 Abbott  Ave  
  Stormwater Improvements Project | 11 AM
5/2/24  Pension Board Meeting | 2 PM
5/4/24  SurfStreet Saturdays – Latin Night | 6 PM
5/5/24  Surfside Farmers Market | 9:30 AM
5/6/24  Tourist Board Meeting | 5:30 PM
5/11/24  Hazardous Waste Drop Off | 9 AM
5/12/24 Mother’s Day
5/12/24 Surfside Farmers Market | 9:30 AM
5/12/24 Music on the Beach | 2 PM
5/14/24 Commission Meeting | 7 PM
5/15/24 Special Master Hearing | 10 AM
5/16/24 Third Thursday Block Party | 6 PM
5/17/24 Senior Brunch Bunch | 11 AM
5/17/24 Bid Opening ITB 2024-01 Abbott Ave   
  Stormwater Improvements Project | 2 PM
5/19/24 Surfside Farmers Market | 9:30 AM
5/20/24 Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting | 
  5:30 PM
5/26/24 Surfside Farmers Market | 9:30 AM
5/27/24 Holiday - Town Hall Offices Closed
5/27/24 Memorial Day Ceremony | 10 AM
5/30/24 Planning & Zoning Board Meeting | 6 PM
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  T O W N  M A N A G E R
Dear Residents,

As our community continues to grow and evolve, we welcome new faces and ideas ready to move us forward. 
I am humbled and honored to be given the opportunity to serve as your Interim Town Manager. My journey 
with the Town actually goes back many years – just last month I celebrated 21 years here in Surfside. I have 
had the pleasure of working in various Town departments including Public Works, Finance, Building and Human 
Resources, and look forward to bringing my experience in these roles to better serve the community. I feel grateful 
to lead such a talented team and work alongside this new Town Commission. This month as we approach Memorial Day, we reflect on 
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice to defend our freedom. Please join us for our annual ceremony at Veteran’s Park. Surfside 
will also celebrate a historic 89th birthday on May 18, just one short of the milestone 90th. This month also marks the official start of 
Sea Turtle Nesting Season, so please read the dedicated article and make sure to follow best practices.  

 

M a r i s o l  Va r g a s ,  In t e r i m  To w n  M a n a g e r

Charles W. Burkett, Mayor
mayor@townofsurfsidefl.gov

Tina Paul, Vice Mayor  
tpaul@townofsurfsidefl.gov

Ruben A. Coto, Commissioner  
rcoto@townofsurfsidefl.gov

Nelly Velasquez, Commissioner        
nvelasquez@townofsurfsidefl.gov

Gerardo Vildostegui, Commissioner         
gvildostegui@townofsurfsidefl.gov
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Interim Town Manager Marisol Vargas’ Surfside history dates back several decades. With more than 21 years of experience serving 
the Town, Marisol brings a plethora of Surfside knowledge to the position. Unanimously approved by the Town Commission at the 
April Commission meeting as Interim Manager, Marisol is well liked and respected among residents and staff for her exemplary work 
ethic, institutional knowledge, and fair and straightforward style. Before her current role, Marisol held positions in various Town 
departments including Finance, the Building Department and Human Resources. Surfside welcomes Marisol into her new role and 
looks forward to her leadership in advancing the Town’s interests and welfare.

SURFSIDE COMMISSION UNANIMOUSLY APPOINTS MARISOL 
VARGAS AS INTERIM TOWN MANAGER

M AYO R
C h a r l e s  W.  Bu r k e t t

C O M M I S S I O N E R
Ru b e n  A .  Co t o

V I C E  M AYO R
T i n a  Pa u l

C O M M I S S I O N E R
Ne l l y  Ve l a s q u e z

C O M M I S S I O N E R
G e r a r d o  V i l d o s t e g u i

YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS TERM 2024-2026



News Form Town Hall

In an effort to make our residential streets safe and eliminate the cut 
through traffic in the residential streets - all traffic heading north 
on Byron Avenue south of 88th Street is no longer permitted to use 
the roundabout at Abbott and 88th Street to continue north through 
Town on Carlyle Avenue or any of our other residential streets.

Residents who use Byron Avenue to access the residential district 
may use Collins or Harding Avenues as alternatives to access any of 
the numbered 88th through 95th east-west streets to get to your 
home. While it is expected that this measure will cause some initial 
discomfort, it is being done in an effort to address the Town’s speeding 
problem, the running of stop signs and to reduce high volume traffic 
in the residential district.

Mr. Blumstein is a graduate Magna Cum Laude from the Shepard 
Broad Law Center at Nova Southeastern University. While in law 
school, Mr. Blumstein was commissioned into the U.S. Navy Judge 
Advocate General’s Corps and served as a Trial Attorney, first as a 
prosecutor and then as a defense attorney, among other assignments. 
After returning home from overseas duty, Mr. Blumstein began his 
civil practice in several private law firms before opening his own law 
firm. Mr. Blumstein practiced in many areas of law and was primarily 
a litigation and trial attorney. He is admitted to all courts, state and 
federal, throughout the State of Florida. In 2015, Mr. Blumstein was 
recalled to active duty and was deployed to Djibouti in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Upon returning home, Mr. Blumstein 
was elected to serve as a Circuit Court Judge in Miami-Dade County 
for the period 2017-2023. He served in the Dependency Division, 
Criminal Division and Civil Division of the Circuit Court. Mr. 
Blumstein now takes the helm as our Interim Town Attorney. Let’s 
join in welcoming Mr. Blumstein aboard at Town Hall where he now 
serves the people of the Town of Surfside. 

TRAFFIC FLOW CHANGE AT 88TH 
STREET & BYRON AVENUE

LEGACY RESIDENT, RETIRED NAVAL 
OFFICER, FORMER TOWN COMMISSIONER 

AND FORMER MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE MARK BLUMSTEIN 

NAMED INTERIM TOWN ATTORNEY
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The Residence Inn Miami Beach Surfside, located at 
9200 Collins Avenue, recently celebrated its reopening 
with a gorgeous ribbon-cutting ceremony following a 
series of renovations throughout the property. 

The latest renovations accentuate the sleek, modern 
design found throughout all common areas pairing 
perfectly with their fully-equipped rooms and suites, 
which epitomize comfort and convenience. Located 
just across from the beach, the property features a 
stunning rooftop pool with cabanas that can be rented 
out by both hotel guests and locals. Vice Mayor Tina 
Paul, Commissioner Vildostegui and the Town Attorney 
joined Interim Manager Vargas, Chief Doce and a 
number of staff at the reception which also included 
industry partners like the Greater Miami Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (GMCVB).

Please visit their website to book or call 305-514-3101 
to inquire.

TOWN SUPPORTS RESIDENCE 
INN REOPENING EVENT



News From Town Hall
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From Public Works - The Town of Surfside is hosting its annual 
hazardous waste drop off event.  

Bring your hazardous waste products to Town Hall on Saturday, 
May 11, 2023 from 9 a.m. - noon

• All materials must be sealed tightly and properly to avoid 
any spills

• All material that is loose (i.e. batteries) must be bagged

• All bio-hazardous waste/medical waste (sharps) must be 
secured (capped and bagged)

• Electronic devices will be accepted as well

Accepted: anti-freeze, household chemicals or fertilizers, 
propane tanks, paint and paint thinner, household pesticides, 
batteries, pool chemicals and used motor oil. 

Not Accepted: mercury thermostats/thermometers or 
devices/items containing mercury, medicine/pharmaceutical 
waste

Public Works staff reserves the right to refuse residents if the 
guidelines are not followed. 

For ammunition and/or prescription drug drop off, contact 
Surfside Police at 305-861-4862.

For more information on the hazardous waste drop-off, 
contact Public Works at 305-861-4863.

It is with immense sadness that we have learned of 
the passing of our dear friend Dr. Freddy Chiche on 
March 17 in Surfside. 

A celebrated cardiologist in Paris, he came to settle at 
the Marbella Condo in Surfside over 20 years ago—
warm and friendly to all, humble and generous, and 
always telling anyone who would listen that he had 
found his paradise in our little corner of Florida. 

He had a great passion for all things natural, vegetables 
and fruits, and conceived of the idea of a communal 
garden right here in Surfside, helped by an equally 
enthusiastic friend, Former Mayor Daniel Dietch. 
This garden saw an immediate and vibrant success, so 
much so that the amount of interested participants 
quickly outnumbered the spots in the garden.

After being elected President of the Community 
Garden, Freddy dedicated himself fully to the 
responsibility—involving not only adults but also 
children—organizing visits from students and scouts, 
always sharing his experience and knowledge with all 
those who wanted to learn more. 

The garden still proudly stands under the leadership 
of Dalia Blumstein, who once nicknamed Freddy the 
“King of the Garden.” 

One of Freddy’s great loves were trees, a symbol 
with which he identified throughout his life. In 
light of this, his children, grandchildren, and wife 
Evelyne have wished that all those who seek to 
honor his memory donate a tree to be planted 
in Israel through the Jewish National Fund: 
https://shop.jnf.org/collections/plant-trees

SAYING GOODBYE
TO A BELOVED 

SURFSIDE RESIDENT, 
DR. FREDDY CHICHE

MAURO AVIIA MESA – 1 year
RAMON CALVO MARCELO – 1 year

MARIAN CRUZ – 20 years
DAVID FLORES – 12 years

DIANNA HERNANDEZ – 13 years
MARIANELLA LUCES MARCANO – 5 years

ANIBAL MODICA – 6 years
ALBERT NOEL -19 years

MARTINEZ SAINTILMOND – 2 years

BARBARA VASALLO – 2 years

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
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News From Town Hall
From Parks & Recreation and Code Compliance -  Sea turtle nesting season in Miami-Dade County runs from April 1 to Oct. 31 each 
year. However, nesting can occur before or after these dates. During nesting season, surveys are conducted daily to monitor, record 
and study all sea turtle nesting activity. If a crawl is determined to have resulted in a nest, staff mark off the area with stakes, neon 
tape and a nest sign to protect the nest during incubation. Around 600 nests are laid on Miami-Dade County beaches every year.

Each nest will have approximately 100 hatchlings that will emerge and make their way to the ocean.  Once in the water, it is thought 
that only one out of a thousand hatchlings will actually survive to adulthood, making conservation efforts incredibly important for the 
species.

All sea turtles are either Threatened or Endangered. They are protected under federal, state and local laws. The following threaten 
the sea turtle population:

Artificial lighting and urban sky glow • Boating traffic • Pollution • Plastic ingestion • Entanglement with fishing gear • Coastal development and loss of habitat

As a reminder, Code Compliance will be enforcing its “Lighting Regulations for Marine Turtle Protection” during the entire season. 
We ask all residents that live on an oceanfront property to follow the regulations for interior lighting by:  

Apply tint or film to all windows • Rearrange lamps and other moveable fixtures away from windows • Use window treatments, such as blinds 
and curtains to shield interior lights from the beach • Turn off unnecessary lights

If you observe an adult sea turtle or hatchling marine turtle on the beach, please adhere to the following rules and guidelines:

1. It is normal for sea turtles to be crawling on the beach on summer nights. DO NOT report normal crawling or nesting (digging or laying eggs) 
to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission unless the turtle is in a dangerous situation or has wandered off the beach. (on a 
road, in parking lot, etc.) 

2. Stay away from crawling or nesting sea turtles.  Although the urge to observe closely will be great, please resist.  Nesting is a critical stage in 
the sea turtle’s life cycle.  Please leave them undisturbed. 

3. DO REPORT all stranded (dead or injured) turtles to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

4. NEVER handle hatchling sea turtles.  If you observe hatchlings wandering away from the ocean or on the beach, call: 1-888-404-FWCC 
or *FWC (Mobile Phone).

What to do if you see a stranded sea turtle:
If you find a dead, sick or injured sea turtle, please call Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC) 24-hour wildlife 
hotline at 1-888-404-3922, dial *FWC from your mobile phone, or call us at 305-310-3046. Follow any instructions given by the 
staff, who will report to the scene as soon as possible. (If it is calling after business hours, please leave a voicemail, which is monitored 
regularly, and we will get back to you as quickly as possible).

Be prepared to answer the following questions:

What is the location of the turtle? • Is the turtle alive or dead? • What is the approximate size of the turtle? • Is the turtle marked with 
spray paint? • Are there nearby access points to the turtle?

BE READY FOR SEA TURTLE NESTING SEASON

Knock down 
sand castles 

and fill in holes 
when leaving the 

beach.
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News From Town Hall

Freebee is officially serving Surfside! Getting around Town is now easier 
than ever as this On-Demand vehicles provides door-to-door service for 
residents and visitors within the designated service loop. 

To start, make sure to download the Freebee App.

Free rides can be requested daily with the Ride Freebee mobile app. 
Once the app is downloaded, open the app and follow these simple steps: 

• Create a profile

• Request a ride by sharing your pick-up and drop-off location and you’re 
all set!

• If you do not have a smartphone, or would like to request additional 
accessibility accommodations, please call 855-918-3733  

Freebee in Surfside: Pick-Up/Drop-Off anywhere within the identified 
service Area boundary. Service will operate 7 days a week.

Service Alert
Please note the former Town shuttle will cease 
to operate towards the end of this month.

Downtown Vision Advisory Committee
Mayor Burkett - Mary Santos
Vice Mayo Paul - Sarah Rusenblum
Commissioner Coto- Louisa Agresti
Commissioner Velasquez - Francisco Mallmann
Commissioner Vildostegui - Cynthia Calloway
Liaison - Vacant
Planning and Zoning Board
Mayor Burkett - Carlos Aparicio
Vice Mayor Paul - Lindsay Lecour
Commissioner Coto- James Mackenzie 
Commissioner Velasquez - Adrian Chavez
Commissioner Vildostegui - Andrea Travani
At Large Alternate No.1 - Horace Henderson
At Large Alternate No. 2 - Regino Sanchez
Liaison - Commissioner Vildostegui
Police Officers Pension Trust Fund
At-large - Vacant
At-large - Vacant
Police Officer - Dianna Hernandez
Police Officer - Bobby Gabriel
Elected by Members Above - Joseph Matthews 

Parks and Recreation Committee
Mayor Burkett - Marina Sarabia
Vice Mayor Paul - Oliver Sanchez
Commissioner Coto- Frank MacBride
Commissioner Velasquez - Joshua Epstein
Commissioner Vildostegui - Shea Schneider
Liaison - Commissioner Coto
Personnel Appeals Board Members
Mayor Burkett - Vacant
Vice Mayor Paul - Vacant
Commissioner Coto- Michelle Kligman
Commissioner Velasquez - Vacant
Commissioner Vildostegui - Vacant
Liaison - Vacant
Tourist Board Members
Mayor Burkett - Clara Diaz-Leal
Vice Mayor Paul - Diana Gonzalez
Commissioner Coto- Eliana Salzhauer
Commissioner Velasquez - Freddy Giron
Commissioner Vildostegui - Judy Martinez
Liaison - Vice Mayor Paul
Pension Board Members
At-large - Vacant
At-large - Vacant
Town Manager - Marisol Vargas
Police Department Elected Representative - Julio Torres
Town Employees’ Elected Representative - Yamileth Slate McCloud

FREEBEE LAUNCHES IN SURFSIDE

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWELY APPOINTED BOARDS & COMMITTEES MEMBERS
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From Public Works - Surfside’s beach is a wonderful place to spend 
the day in the sun and waves with family and friends. The Town of 
Surfside is proud to have one of the most beautiful stretches of 
beach in South Florida. With the summer months approaching, high 
traffic is expected, and beachgoers can help keep our beach clean by 
following a few suggestions:
1. When enjoying a quick bite from one of our restaurants or 

from our local Publix, please place garbage in the bins along 
the beach, biking path or shower area.

2. Do not throw bottles, cans or trash into the dunes.
3. When walking your dog, please pick up and dispose of any 

waste with the bags provided in the doggie station.
4. Cigarette smokers should discard their unlit cigarette butts in 

the garbage and not toss around the benches or leave on sand.
5. Take your belongings (clothing, towels, beach umbrellas, 

sporting equipment etc.) when leaving the beach.
6. Please do not sit on ropes or lean on the rope posts along the 

bike and walk paths.

By following these simple suggestions, we can all help keep Surfside’s 
beach a great place to enjoy fun in the sun.

From Public Works - The Town celebrated Arbor Day 2024 by 
installing gumbo limbo trees around Town enhancing’s the Town’s 
overall aesthetics. Keep in mind for this Arbor Day and many more 
to come that:

1. Trees support our health and the health of our planet! They clean 
our air and water. They provide shade, which cools our urban areas. 
Even on a personal level, trees have been proven to calm us and 
reduce our stress levels. 

2. Trees also support wildlife and our entire ecosystem. One oak tree 
attracts thousands of pollinators and beneficial insects! Trees provide 
birds and aquatic animals with habitats. In addition, they provide 
humans with powerful medicine, materials for living, and agriculture.

3.Finally, trees are 
our biggest allies as 
the world climate 
warms; they are a cost-
effective way to pull 
carbon dioxide out of 
the atmosphere today. 
Planting even one tree 
makes a difference.

From Parks & Recreation - The cannon at Veterans Park 
has undergone a striking transformation, thanks to the 
collaborative efforts of the Second Infantry Division of 
Florida Bruce Lamberto, Howard Rennert, Commissioner 
Ruben A. Coto, and Parks and Recreation Maintenance 
Worker Carlos Vina. This revitalization not only preserves 
a piece of history but also symbolizes the unity and 
commitment of the community to honor its veterans and 
preserve their legacy for future generations.

KEEPING SURFSIDE’S BEACH CLEAN

SURFSIDE CELEBRATES ARBOR DAY

CANNON AT VETERANS 
PARK REFRESHED BY 

News From Town Hall



Uptown Funtown
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Need to see a dermatologist during your visit to Surfside? Harding Avenue has you 
covered. SJI Dermatology with Dr. Sarit Itenberg specializes in medical, surgical 
and cosmetic dermatology. Dr. Itenberg is partnering with the American Academy 
of Dermatology’s SPOT Skin Cancer™ initiative to host FREE screenings from  
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on May 6, Skin Cancer Awareness Day, by appointment only.  
Call 305-315-6526 to schedule your complimentary screening. 

9528 Harding Avenue | 305-315-6526

HELP PREVENT SKIN CANCER WITH SJI DERMATOLOGY

Zohar Gelato’s delectable, frozen delights journey 
began in 2020 with a passionate commitment to 
quality, flavor and innovation. Experience luscious 
waffles crowned with velvety scoops of irresistible 
gelato flavors with decadent toppings. Zohar’s Gelato 
is vegan, gluten-free and certified kosher. Stop by 
the new location at 9543 Harding Avenue or order 
through Doordash and Postmates. 

9543 Harding Avenue |  786-320-6419

ZOHAR’S GELATO CAFE: 
WHERE EVERY SCOOP IS  

A CELEBRATION!



Uptown Funtown

in April, attendees enjoyed a groovy time at the Dueling Piano edition of 
Music on the Beach. Grab your friends, bring a beach towel, and get ready 
for more musical fun at our next Music on the Beach event.

The second annual Earth Day Plastic Fishing Festival brought together communities for a day filled with 
art, creativity and conservation, but also shone a spotlight on the importance of protecting our marine life. 
Partnering with the Plastic Fisherman the festival offered an enriching experience that underscored the 
significance of our oceans and the creatures that call them home. As participants fished out plastic and 
other pollutants from the water, they were not just cleaning up; they were celebrating Surfside’s sea turtle 
nesting season, which beautifully unfolds from spring to October. This hands-on approach to conservation 
provided an invaluable lesson on the impact of plastic pollution on marine ecosystems, especially on the 
vulnerable sea turtle populations. But it wasn’t all work and no play! The festival was bursting with energy, 
offering custom gear, exciting prizes, and a plethora of vendors showcasing their eco-friendly products and 
services. 

On Sunday, March 24, the Town hosted the Street 
Art Festival at 93rd Street. Presented by the Tourist 
Board in partnership with ACT Productions, the 
event included art vendors, art-related activities, 
local partners as well as food and drink. Thank you 
to all the visitors, residents and Elected Officials for 
joining us!

ATTENDEES ENJOY MUSIC ON THE 
BEACH, DUELING PIANOS

FISHING OUT PLASTIC FOR THE ART OF CONSERVATION

SURFSIDE HOSTS STREET 
ART FESTIVAL
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One or more members of the Town Commission and Town Boards may be present.



Uptown Funtown

SURFSIDE SINGS AT THIRD 
THURSDAYS KARAOKE!

April’s SurfStreet Saturdays featured an electrifying “Guitar Battle”. With 
captivating musical performances adding to the ambiance, the event proved to 
be a highlight of the weekend for all who attended.

Last month, the Tourist Board hosted the April 
edition of Third Thursdays, Karaoke. Hundreds of 
attendees participated in the event where they 
enjoyed complimentary bites as well as food trucks, 
arts and crafts, drinks and even the return of the 
party robots! Dozens of performers also signed up 
to participate in the karaoke portion where they 
belted out their tune of choice. The event also 
featured a surprise appearance by Miami-Dade 
County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava who graciously 
posed with residents and engaged with Elected 
Officials and staff. Join us next month for our final 
event of the season, Health and Wellness!

SURFSTREET SATURDAYS GUITAR BATTLE
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MAY 16 | HEALTH AND WELLNESS

One or more members of the Town Commission and Town Boards may be present.



Uptown Funtown

Police Beat
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A new chapter begins for the Surfside Police Department as Enrique (Henry) 
Doce was sworn in last month as Chief of Police. Chief Doce has decades of 
experience and is very well recommended. He looks forward to leading the 
men and women of the Surfside Police Department and getting to know our 
Town and residents. Please join us in welcoming him to Surfside!

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week (NPSTW) is observed annually to recognize 
and celebrate the invaluable work of telecommunicators who play a crucial role in saving lives. The 
thousands of men and women who answer emergency calls, dispatch emergency professionals, 
and render life-saving assistance to citizens and first responders were  honored April 14-20.  
Citizens in the past who may not have been aware, have come to realize that telecommunicators 
are in fact “The First, First Responders!” Let’s take a moment to appreciate and thank these 
invisible heroes who tirelessly serve in this demanding profession, ensuring our safety and well-
being.Communications Supervisor Susie Sperbeck and Communications Operator Ernesto 
Dardon and newest Communications Operator Ana Maria Chamorro are honored by the 
Command Staff and colleagues for their service to the law enforcement profession. In times of 
crisis, their essential service is clearly demonstrated and greatly appreciated by all they serve.

ENRIQUE (HENRY) DOCE SWORN IN  
AS SURFSIDE’S CHIEF OF POLICE

POLICE DEPARTMENT CELEBRATES 
TELECOMUNICATIONS WEEK



Police Beat
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With the rising popularity of digital transactions, both 
buyers and sellers should take safety precautions when 
closing out transactions in person. The Surfside Police 
Department advises all residents to utilize the front 
of the Police Department at Harding Avenue & 93rd 
Street, or the Meet Up Spot located inside the Town 
Hall lobby to carry out the transaction. The lobby, 
which includes the Police dispatch window, is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Just look for the 
dedicated green sign.

GET TO KNOW CHIEF DOCE!

TOWN HALL MEETUP SPOT 
HELPS RESIDENTS STAY SAFE

Welcome to Surfside, Chief! Could you please give our residents a summary of your service 
career in law enforcement? 

I have been a police officer since 1984 when I joined the Village of Virginia Gardens. My dream 
of being a police officer started when I was 13 years old after seeing officers from Miami Police 
respond to a residential burglary at the house, we lived in. they were amazing and took me 
around as if I was on their team. Needless to say, the bug bit and I started my dream. After 
working at Virgina Gardens I was hired in June of 1989 as a police officer for the Cit of Miami 
Beach. I worked in the narcotics unit as an undercover officer and then went into the K9 unit, 
where I worked for 15 years as a k9 handler, K9 Instructor, k9 Sergeant, Lieutenant. I was promoted to 
the level of captain in 2012 and served in numerous departments. I learned all the special areas needed   
to better serve the city. I was promoted to Major in 2018 and oversaw Criminal Investigations, Major Crimes, Robbery, Homicide, 
Sex BATT, Human Trafficking, Victim Advocates, Fraud, Burglary, and Auto thefts along with Crime Scene. I also was assigned to the 
Unifor Operations of the City where I was supervising over 250 officers as we handled all the special events and details on al High 
Impact Weekends. This was quite a challenge but was extremely rewarding as we implemented numerous ideas to quell many of the 
rowdy behavior by large numbers of visitors. My drive to serve has always given me the need to do more and I’ve always been able to 
enjoy each day of my career.

Given your years of service with the City of Miami Beach, what do you think makes Surfside unique?

Surfside is such a unique and beautiful Town with amazing residents and fantastic employees. It feels similar to a family where 
everyone is close and knows each other. The City of Miami Beach has a similar feel in the North Zone of its city. This gave me a close 
view of how Surfside operated and the caring citizens fell just like I have belonged here all the time.

How has this first month been for you interacting with residents and the community overall?

I have been warmly welcomed by all the Town’s employees and the police family is amazing as well. There are many things to learn 
and names to remember but the task is not that difficult because of the great resources that have been made available to me by our 
Town Manager. 

What are some of the community challenges and issues that you look forward to addressing?

We are under staffed at the moment and I am looking to present a cost study to see the possibility of adding officers to cover the 
staffing needs and better serve our Town. I also want to make sure that we begin more added patrols for parking violations and 
traffic issues along the busy corridors. In addition, I am also tasking our officers to increase the frequency of their patrols within the 
residential areas to better engage with our residents. 

Anything else you’d like residents to know?

I am looking forward to meeting our residents through future meet and greets, coffee with a cop, pastelito with the chiefs and Bike 
rides with the community. The times will vary so I can meet as many residents as possible and be available to them for any issues, 
concerns and compliments.
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Police Beat
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Surfside, Aventura, Bay Harbor Islands and Sunny Isles Beach Police 
Departments  hosted a Multi-Agency Collection Day (electronics 
recycling, Shred-a-Thon and DEA Drug Takeback) on March 30, 2024 
at Bill Bird Marina (Haulover Park).  Community Service Aide Donald 
Laurent and Parking Enforcement Officer Cristhian  Acosta  participated 
in the event.

The Surfside Police Department coordinated a Marine Patrol Operations 
Class for Parks and Recreation’s Teen Scene program at the Indian Creek 
Police Department. The marine police officers from Bal Harbour , Golden 
Beach and Sunny Isles Beach Police Departments conducted a thrilling 
and unique class for the teens.

SURFSIDE OFFICERS PARTICIPATE IN 
MULTI-AGENCY SHREAD-A-THON

SURFSIDE POLICE CORDINTED 
MARINE PATROL OPERATIONS CLASS 

FOR SURFSIDE TEENS

Surfside Police Department welcomed new 
Assistant Chief of Police Edward Wayne 
Holbrook. A swearing in ceremony was held in 
the Town Manager’s office with Vice Mayor Paul 
and Commissioner Vildostegui present for the 
occasion in addition to family and staff. Assistant 
Chief Holbrook brings over three decades of 
law enforcement experience to the position. In 
2007, he was recognized as the ‘Detective of 
the Year’ by the Miami Beach Police Department 
for his outstanding investigative prowess, which 
was pivotal in driving down crime rates within 
his jurisdiction. Join us in welcoming Assistant 
Chief Holbrook to Surfside! 

SURFSIDE WELCOMES NEW 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE



It Starts In Parks

LAST MONTH SURFSIDE  
PARKS & RECREATION HOSTED  

MIAMI-DADE’S BAYNANZA

SENIOR TRIP



• Always swim in a lifeguarded area.
• Never swim alone, regardless of your age or level  

of swimming skills.

• Keep within your fitness and swimming capabilities.
• Be aware of weather and water conditions and heed 

warnings.

For daily beach conditions, contact the  
Community Center at (305) 866–3635. 

*Conditions available during beach tower operations.

R E F R E S H  YO U R  B E A C H  S A F E T Y  K N O W L E D G E

HOW TO BREAK THE 
GRIP OF THE RIP:
•Don’t fight the current.
•Swim out of the current 
then to shore.
•If you can’t escape, 
float or tread water.
•Call or wave for 
assistance.

MONTH BEACH MAIN POOL TOT LOT

January 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

February 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:30

10:00-6:00

March 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:30

10:00-6:30

April 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:00

May 9:00-5:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

June 9:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

July 9:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

August 9:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

September 9:00-5:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:00

10:00-6:30

October 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:00

10:00-6:30

November 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

December 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

TOWN OF SURFSIDE  

AQUATICS HOURS OF OPERATION 

S C A N  T O  R E S E R V E 
A  L A P  L A N E

It Starts In Parks

16  s u r fs i d e  g a z e t t e     m ay  2 0 2 4
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL PARKS & RECREATION  AT 305-866-3635 OR VISIT 
TOWNOFSURFSIDEFL.GOV/PROGRAMS. DATES, TIMES AND CLASSES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

18  s u r fs i d e  g a z e t t e    



For more information call the 
Surfside Community Center (305) 866-3635

Website: www.townofsurfsidefl.gov

Town of Surfside Parks and Recreation Department

PROGRAM

*Dates, times and locations subject to change

3/6/2024

DAYS/DATES HOURS FEE PER
SESSION

AQUATIC PROGRAMS

AGES

Spring Mini Session - Registration Begins
Residents:   March 25th   Non-Residents: April 8th

SCAN FOR FLYERS

6 - 14 yrs. Residents $100.00
Non-Residents $150.00

Swim Lessons
Level I 5/4 - 6/2/24 

Mondays & Wednesday

10:05 - 10:35 am

3 - 5 yrs.
Swim Lessons

Pre-School
4/30 - 5/30/24 4:20 - 4:50 pm

1 - 3 yrs. Residents $100.00
Non-Residents $150.00Tiny Bubbles 4/30 - 5/30/24

Tuesdays & Thursdays
3:45 - 4:15 pm

6 - 14 yrs. Residents $100.00
Non-Residents $150.00

Swim Lessons
Level I 4/30 - 5/30/24

Tuesday & Thursday

Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:00- 5:30 pm

Residents $100.00
Non-Residents $150.00

6 - 14 yrs.
Swim Lessons

Level II

5/4 - 6/2/24 

4:20 - 4:50 pm

6 - 14 yrs. Residents $90.00
Non-Residents $135.00

Swim Lessons
Level III

Saturdays & Sundays

5:00 - 5:30 pm

Residents $90.00
Non-Residents $135.00

Saturdays & Sundays

18 +
Adult

Residents $180.00
Non-Residents $255,00

Aqua Zumba 4/30 - 5/30/24 

 Tuesdays, Wednesdays and  
Thursdays 9:00 - 10:00 am

Senior
 Residents $75.00

Non-Residents $105.00

3 - 5 yrs. Residents $100.00
Non-Residents $150.00

Swim Lessons
Pre-School

4/29 - 5/29/24 

 Mondays & Wednesdays

9:30 - 10:00 am

SCAN FOR ONLINE
REGISTARTION

4/29 - 5/29/24 

No class 5/27

No class 5/27
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT CELEBRATED EARTH DAY  
BY HOSTING 2024 EARTH DAY RESOURCE FAIR



        

3 0 5 . 3 8 9 . 0 2 2 0
JENNIFER@BRILLIANTMIAMIREALESTATE.COM

JENNIFER BRILLIANT

REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

119 Washington Ave.
Suite 102
Miami Beach, FL 33139

SURFSIDE

8942 EMERSON AVENUE401 93RD STREET

JUST LISTED IN SURFSIDE

PROPERTY 
WEBSITE

PROPERTY 
WEBSITE

N E W  PAT I E N T  S P E C I A L  $ 9 9

S U R F S I D E 
    L O C A L  D E N T I S T

3 0 5 - 8 6 6 -2 6 2 6

W W W.Y O U R P R I VAT E D E N T I S T.C O M

Professional Mobile Healthcare Services

Dr. Kayla Azari-Garmizo
DNP, AGACNP-BC
Autonomous Nurse Practitioner

(786) 567-7086
info@ivconciergeaprn.com
www.ivconciergeaprn.com

Follow us on instagram @conciergeaprn

Concierge Home Visits
Weight Loss Solutions

IV Vitamin Therapies
Telemedicine Consultations

and More!

ADVERTISE WITH US! FOR INQUIRIES CONTACT FTRIGUEROS@TOWNOFSURFSIDEFL.GOV
(SPACE PERMITTING)



My Listings

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

305.799.2633

VANESSA@VANESSAFRANKMIAMI.COM

   VANESSAFRANKMIAMI

VANESSA FRANK

© 2024 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty A�  liates LLC and used with permission.

CHECK OUT
OUR WEBSITE

I live and Work in Surfside. Contact me today!

We never miss a showing!
OVER $47,000,000 SOLD IN SURFSIDE!

PLEASE CONTACT US TO SHOW YOU HOW OUR SERVICE IS DIFFERENT 

FLUENT IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

8835 BYRON AVENUE, 
SURFSIDE, FL

9341 COLLINS AVE, #1206
SURFSIDE, FL

1000 89TH STREET
SURFSIDE, FL 33154

2 BED | 2 BATH | 1,450 SF
SOLD FOR $1,200,000
*Representing Seller

1 BED | 1.5 BATH | 962 SF
SOLD FOR $530,000
*Representing Seller

DOUBLE CORNER LOT 
(12,500 SQ FT)
SOLD FOR $2,800,000
*Representing Seller

JUST SOLD JUST SOLD JUST SOLD

WE ARE YOUR TRUSTED, TOP RATED JEWELRY, WATCH, 
STERLING SILVER, AND DIAMOND BUYER. 

GET THE BEST VALUE, IMMEDIATE PAYMENT. 
FREE VALUATION.

9595 Harding Ave., Surfside, FL 33154
Across from the Bal Harbour Shops

Watch & jewelry discounter.

MIAMI BEACH SHOWROOM

Open Mon-Sat from 10am - 5pm
CALL 305.424.7909

www.grayandsons.com

SELL TO A TRUSTED, FINE WATCH & 
ESTATE JEWELRY BUYER IN MIAMI 
BEACH. WE BUY INDIVIDUAL ITEMS AND 
ENTIRE COLLECTIONS

IMMEDIATE PAYMENTS, TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. SEE US LAST!

NO RUSH TO SELL?NO RUSH TO SELL? CONSIGN AND GET 
EVEN MORE  MONEY! NO  HIDDEN FEES 
OR COMMISSIONS, YOU KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU WILL GET!

IN PERSON AND ONLINE NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

BUYING, SELLING, TRADING, CONSIGNING & REPAIRING SINCE 1980

ERIC BROAD | Broker
305-318-2385

ejbroad@gmail.com

FEATURED LISTING

SELLING SURFSIDE 
REAL ESTATE FOR
 OVER 52 YEARS!

SINCE 1972
9585 HARDING AVENUE 

SURFSIDE, FL 33154 | 305-866-2423



GIFTS/JEWELRY/FLOWERS
Moon Over Miami Gift Shop - 9520 Harding Ave 

Liborio Cigars - 9520 Harding Ave 

Miami Gift / Italian J- 9482 Harding Ave  

Gray and Sons Jewelry - 9595 Harding Ave 

Amoris Flowers + Events - 9577 Harding Ave 

Sunny Toys & Gifts - 9575 Harding Ave

Miamira Jewelers - 9573 Harding Ave

7th Plateau - 9559 Harding Ave 

JS Diamond Enterprises - 9553 Harding Ave #307

Furry Baby Pet Care & Boarding Services- 9531 Harding Ave

Yaffa Wigs - 9515 Harding Ave.

Jewelers Choice - 9501 Harding Ave

World of Smoke & Vape - 9501 Harding Ave

Tzfasman Jewelers - 9425 Harding Ave

BOUTIQUES/SHOES/TAILORS/CLEANERS
Penny’s Alterations - 9532 Harding Ave #104 

Verdile’s/Mario The Tailor - 9520 Harding Ave

H20 Dive Center  - 9520 Harding Ave

The Shoppe Miami - 9486 Harding Ave

Tsniout Runway - 9458 Harding Ave

Condotti - 9565 Harding Ave

Lucky Cigar Surfside - 9555 Harding Ave 

Iris Alterations & Tailoring - 9553 Harding Ave #204  

WoW The Concept - 9507 Harding Ave

SIGAL - 9453 Harding ave  

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
ONE Sotheby’s International Realty - 9588 Harding Ave

The Agency - 9564 Harding Ave

Infinity BH Real Estate/Goldfarb - 9520 Harding Ave

Estelle Stern Realty - 9508 Harding Ave 

M. Kotler Realtors - 9585 Harding Ave 

The Corcoran Group - 9537 Harding Ave 

BEAUTY SALON/BARBER SHOP
Surfside No. 2 Barber Shop - 9504 Harding Ave

LAHH Salon - 9480 Harding Ave

D’Nails Lounge - 9466 Harding Ave 

Justin Barbershop - 9452 Harding Ave

Alexia + Frankie’s Beauty Bar - 9448 Harding Ave 

Uni K Wax - 9567 Harding Ave  

Femme Coiffure & Spa - 9563 Harding Ave 

Extension Dreams Hair Salon - 9521 Harding Ave 

Surfside Barber Shop - 9431 Harding Ave 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
CVS Pharmacy - 9578 Harding Ave 

Oberle Opticians - 9552 Harding Ave 

Lemel Medspa - 9538 Harding Ave

Surfside Chiropractic - 9532 Harding Ave  #101

Veterinary Wellness Center of Surfside - 9530 Harding Ave 

Dr. Curson Podiatry - 9528 Harding Ave 

SJI Dermatology - 9528 Harding Avenue

Dr. Edy A. Guerra Dental Center - 9456 Harding Ave  

The Tox MIA - 9541 Harding Ave

Surfside Hearing Aid - 222 95th St

Bal Harbour Smiles - 260 95th St #202

Malekin Law PA -260 95th St #206

GIFTS/JEWELRY/FLOWERS
Moon Over Miami Gift Shop - 9520 Harding Ave 

Liborio Cigars - 9520 Harding Ave 

Miami Gift / Italian J- 9482 Harding Ave  

Gray and Sons Jewelry - 9595 Harding Ave 

Amoris Flowers + Events - 9577 Harding Ave 

Sunny Toys & Gifts - 9575 Harding Ave

Miamira Jewelers - 9573 Harding Ave

7th Plateau - 9559 Harding Ave 

JS Diamond Enterprises - 9553 Harding Ave #307

Furry Baby Pet Care & Boarding Services- 9531 Harding Ave

Yaffa Wigs - 9515 Harding Ave.

Jewelers Choice - 9501 Harding Ave

World of Smoke & Vape - 9501 Harding Ave

Tzfasman Jewelers - 9425 Harding Ave

RESTAURANT/SUPERMARKET
Starbucks - 9560 Harding Ave 

Cine Citta CafeK - 9544 Harding Ave 

Subway - 9536 Harding Ave 

Flanigan’s Seafood Bar & Grill - 9516 Harding Ave 

Cafe Ragazzi - 9500 Harding Ave  

Big Daddy’s Liquor - 9494 Harding Ave 

Cafe VertK - 9490 Harding Ave 

RustikoK - 9476 Harding Ave  

Street KitchenK  - 9460 Harding 

TYO SushiK  - 9454 Harding 

Publix Supermarket - 9400 Harding Ave 

Sushi Republic - 9583 Harding Ave  

Morelia Gourmet PaletasK  - 9571 Harding Ave 

KooluluK  - 9561 Harding Ave 

Zohar’s GelatoK - 9543 Harding Ave

Rolling Pin BakeryK - 9523 Harding Ave

The CarrotK - 9519 Harding Ave 

Josh’s Deli - 9517 Harding Ave

Naamah Sushi - 9509 Harding Ave

Neya RestaurantK - 9491 Harding Ave 
26 Suhi + TapasK - 9487 Harding Ave 

Specchio Cafe - 9485 Harding Ave  

KoshK - 9477 Harding Ave  

The GroveK - 9467 Harding Ave 

Fialkoff’s Express SurfsideK - 9463 Harding Ave

Moncheese Pizza - 9459 Harding Ave 

Rita’s Ice Custard Happiness - 9461 Harding Ave

Serendipity Yogurt CafeK - 9457 Harding Ave 

RoastK - 9441 Harding Ave

Miami Beach Chocolates SurfsideK - 9433 Harding Ave

The Harbour BistroK  - 9427 Harding Ave

Harbour Grill DeliK  - 9415-9421 Harding Ave

FINANCIAL/SERVICES
Amtrust Bank - 9592 Harding Ave  

Chase Bank - 9556 Harding Ave 

Camissar International - 9520 Harding Ave  

 AT&T Surfside - 9569 Harding Ave  

SKF Tech - 9553 Harding Ave  #302

SK Worldwide - 9553 Harding Ave  #303 

Gelb Productions - 9553 Harding Ave  #311

CitiBank - 9525 Harding Ave 

U.S. Post Office Surfside - 250 95th St

Barry Cohen Law Firm - 260 95th St  #201 

Executive Auto Group - 260 95th St  #203  

T-Mobile - 9435 Harding Ave

The UPS Store - 9429 Harding Ave

Wells Fargo Bank - 9401 Harding Ave 

POP-UPS
La Èsha Couture at Extension Dreams - 9521 Harding Ave

CVRGE, Jupe NYC, and Malka Majesty Gown at  

WoW The Concept - 9507 Harding Ave

PROJECT6NYKIDS at The Shoppe Miami - 9486 Harding 
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BOUTIQUES/SHOES/TAILORS/CLEANERS
Penny’s Alterations - 9532 Harding Ave #104 

Verdile’s/Mario The Tailor - 9520 Harding Ave

H20 Dive Center  - 9520 Harding Ave

The Shoppe Miami - 9486 Harding Ave

Tsniout Runway - 9458 Harding Ave

Condotti - 9565 Harding Ave

Lucky Cigar Surfside - 9555 Harding Ave 

Iris Alterations & Tailoring - 9553 Harding Ave #204  

WoW The Concept - 9507 Harding Ave

SIGAL - 9453 Harding ave  

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
ONE Sotheby’s International Realty - 9588 Harding Ave

The Agency - 9564 Harding Ave

Infinity BH Real Estate/Goldfarb - 9520 Harding Ave

Estelle Stern Realty - 9508 Harding Ave 

M. Kotler Realtors - 9585 Harding Ave 

The Corcoran Group - 9537 Harding Ave 
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“room to grow”

Real estate has a language all its own. 
You need an agent who speaks yours.  

Visit us at 9537 Harding Avenue or 
search Corcoran.com.

©2024 Corcoran Group LLC. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC. 
Corcoran Group LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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