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• Proclamation for Education and Sharing Day

• Presentation of Donation to Ruth K. Broad Bay Harbor K-8 Center PTA

• Approved Agreement with Waste Management Inc. for Recycling Services

• Authorized Purchases: In-Car Printers for Police Vehicles, Chevrolet Colorado Trucks for Parking Department, Chevrolet Tahoe
Police Patrol Vehicles

• Proclaimed April 25, 2025 as Arbor Day in the Town of Surfside and Encouraged Tree Planting

• Resolution Opposing Florida House Bill 943 related to the Live Local Act, Affordable Housing and Accessory Dwelling Units

• Resolution Approving Kimley Horn Project Agreement for Downtown Alleyway Improvements

• Resolution Approving Town’s 90th Anniversary Celebration Reception at the Surf Club at the Four Seasons Resort

• Resolution Authorizing Rescission and/or Litigation Against the Miami-Dade Tax Collector’s Fee Letter

• Resolution Approving Amendment to Professional Services Agreement with Keith and Associates for Surfside Memorial Project

APRIL COMMISSION MEETING ACCOMPLISHMENTS

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  T O W N  M A N A G E R
May marks the arrival of spring and will be a month of celebration here in Surfside as we celebrate our 90th 
anniversary on May 18!

We have a lot planned for our residents and guests, starting with the return of Paddletopia during the first 
weekend of May (May 3-4) at the new 96th Street Park. Come enjoy our new kayak launch and paddle or 
kayak along with us. There will be food, music, exercise opportunities, and even a clothing swap. Visit the Town 
website for details.

Join us to celebrate Surfside 90 on Monday, May 12, at the Surf Club Four Seasons, where Surfside was founded. We are fortunate to 
have a great partnership with the Four Seasons, which has generously made its venue available for Surfside residents to enjoy for the 
evening. Come join us for food, beverages, and entertainment as we celebrate Surfside’s rich heritage. Space is limited, so sign up early.

On Sunday morning, May 18, join us for a Historic Walking Tour with Dr. Paul George. Dr. George is a walking encyclopedia of 
Surfside’s history and loves sharing his knowledge with his walking group. Don’t miss this opportunity to uncover the hidden secrets of 
Surfside. Space is limited, so be sure to sign up soon.

The grand finale of Surfside’s 90th celebration will take place on Sunday, May 18, at our 96th Street Park. It will be a night to 
remember, so please join us. No need to sign up for this event—just come and enjoy the company of your neighbors and friends.

Let’s also remember our special Moms on Mother’s Day, which falls on Sunday, May 11. This will be my first Mother’s Day without my 
beautiful Mom, whom we lost on November 15, 2024. Many of you knew her, and I thank you for making her feel special and welcome 
in Surfside. May her memory be a blessing.

May also brings Memorial Day on Monday, May 26. As a Veteran myself, I recognize the importance of remembering and honoring 
those who have died in service to our country. We also honor the families of those who have sacrificed for our freedom. Thank you for 
your service and sacrifice.

I look forward to seeing everyone at these events around town. Our Town Staff will be working hard to make Surfside shine as we 
celebrate 90 years since our founding. It’s wonderful to live here in Surfside. Enjoy it!

Faithfully yours,

MB

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY, 
MAY 11, 2025 

CELEBRATE MOM ALL MONTH LONG!

JOIN US ON MAY 26, 2025 AS SURFSIDE HONORS 
AND REMEMBERS OUR FALLEN HEROES. 

Join us at Veteran’s Park at 10 a.m. for the annual Memorial Day 
Ceremony presented by Parks & Recreation.



Lots happening in our great Town of Surfside!

We’re excited about all the infrastructure projects underway, including the 
Abbott Ave flooding project that’s making great progress.

We are also in the process of beautifying and planting shade trees along the 
beach that will eventually provide much-needed shade and help protect our 
beach and our Town from storms and erosion. Currently, we are purchasing 
over 200 seagrapes to be planted along the walking paths. Thank you to 
Commissioner Velazquez and our Town Manager, Mark, for driving this 
fantastic project forward!

We’ve received valuable feedback from residents regarding the Harding 
Avenue home we purchased. Stay tuned for updates on this wonderful addition 
to our Town.

I’m happy to share that the Surfside Memorial is making progress. My colleagues 
and I continue to support the wishes of the committee and the families. I’m 
hopeful that construction on this incredible memorial will begin soon.

Our community events continue to improve, with fantastic turnouts from 
residents. I look forward to more fun events ahead! I strongly encourage 
everyone to participate, enjoy the activities, and connect with your neighbors.

As always, a big shout-out to our SPD for their ongoing hard work in keeping 
our community safe. A huge THANK YOU to my colleagues for working 
together to shape a bright future for our Town.

May God continue to bless us, our Town, and our nation.

Francis Bacon wisely once said “Knowledge is power.”

As your current commission works to successfully complete the promises we made 
during our campaign (outlined in last month’s Gazette), and to enact protections 
which will keep Surfside as it is, and not as those who wish to simply profit off of our 
paradise wish it to be… we continue to ask, how can we do more?

The answer is, we need to keep our financial house in order, and that means looking 
closely at financial pitfalls that we all can fall into. One of those pitfalls is to never 
write blank checks, or make financial promises you cannot afford to keep.

Enter Surfside’s Pension fund. Before I get started on this subject, let me set the 
table. Surfside has a defined benefit system, or in other words, Surfside promises 
to pay pensioned employees who qualify, a monthly stipend, related to the highest 
amount they had earned annually while working, for the rest of their lives.

How is that supposedly accomplished? Supposedly by the employee and the town 
each contributing a little every month towards a fund that will then presumably 
pay the former employees, an ever increasing amount, for the rest of their lives.

Back in the day, when I was a young mayor, our pension fund was over 100% 
funded, meaning there was a good chance that the money in the bank might be 
able to pay all of the retired employees. Our promise to employees was to pay 
them a little more than half of what they were most recently earning prior to their 
retirement – for the rest of their lives and, have that amount continue to increase 
each year thereafter.

Over the last 20 years, some of your elected officials, not yours-truly, felt that 
the existing plan needed to be much, much more generous. So, what did they do?

They changed the rules…which now allow some employees to retire from Surfside, 
but still continue to get paid, for the rest of their lives, at the rate of nearly 100% 
of their most recent wage before retiring. Those elected officials also reduced 
retirement ages, and allowed overtime earnings to be included in the calculation to 
further pump up the lifetime retirement payment.

So where has that currently left us? Today our fund is only a little over 70% funded, 
because of investment decisions our pension board has made. Distressingly, our 
residents are ultimately responsible to write a (big) check to restore that fund to 
100% and further, to continue to guarantee that all promised payments, regardless 
of whether the fund can pay the amounts or not, are made to all retirees. Residents 
are the ultimate guarantors for money owed to retired employees.

But there is more concerning news. Even if Surfside wrote the check today to 
fix the current pension deficit, a check which, depending on “assumptions” would 
come close to equaling a year’s worth of property taxes that Surfside normally 
collects, residents could still owe more. Obviously, you can see how serious the 
current problem already is, but that’s not all.

If for some reason the fund again went down by 25%, 50%, or more, Surfside 
would again find itself on the hook to replenish it…clearly something that would 
not be feasible.

In summary, while defined benefit plans are common, they are now, after being in 
place for some time, starting to fail on a national, state and local level.

Social Security is a form of a defined benefit plan and is projected to become 
insolvent in less than 10 years, according to the most recent annual report from 
the Social Security Board of Trustees, released on May 6, 2024. Or in other 
words, the money in the Social Security savings account will be all gone in 2035.

The State of Florida is in the same boat. The Florida Retirement System (FRS) 
Pension Plan, also a defined benefit plan, has a unfunded pension balance of almost 
$40 billion, an amount equal to half of the State’s annual revenue.

Given the foregoing, as mayor, and someone who needs to share the good, and 
the not so good news with residents, I believe that Surfside needs to talk about 
this issue.

This is why will be making a presentation at the commission next month. After 
having done so, I will have done my part in presenting the facts to our elected 
officials and residents, who can then decide how they wish to proceed.

This month marks a truly special occasion with the 90th Anniversary of our 
beloved Town of Surfside! 

To honor this milestone, the resort Tax Board and Town staff have been actively 
working to organize a series of memorable events. I warmly encourage all residents 
and visitors to check the Town’s website calendar and social media for updates and 
event details so you can take part in this celebration of Surfside’s legacy.

Reflecting on our history, I’m reminded how community life shaped my early 
years. The Community Center wasn’t just a building, it was the heart of our 
neighborhood, where we gathered, built friendships, and enjoyed the natural 

beauty of our pristine beach. That sense of connection and belonging drew so 
many of us here and remains central to Surfside’s identity. Though our Town has 
grown and changed, it is the continued dedication of past and present elected 
officials, civic leaders, and passionate residents that has safeguarded the unique 
charm and exceptional quality of life we cherish today. I’m especially grateful to 
my parents of blessed memory for choosing this seaside Town as the foundation 
of our family life, a decision that instilled in me the values I hold dear and 
inspires my ongoing commitment to Surfside’s future.

As we celebrate, we’re also reminded of nature’s cycles, May is the beginning of 
Turtle nesting season and fittingly, we honor motherhood in all its forms with 
Mother’s Day. Later this month, on Memorial Day we pause to remember the 
brave individuals who gave their lives for our freedom. Let’s celebrate Surfside’s 
incredible journey together, while embracing the unity, resilience, and spirit 
that defines our community.

In this month’s column, I’d like to talk about two goals that I am working to 
promote during my term as Commissioner. One is to foster a spirit of community 
in Surfside that can transcend the ethnic, racial, and religious divides in our 
Town. And the second is to help Surfsiders gain a better understanding and a 
deeper appreciation of our shared natural environment.

I’ll admit, these are rather lofty goals. The day-to-day work of being a 
Commissioner is often taken up with more practical, more immediate, and more 
particular worries—things like responding to resident concerns about faded street 
signs or broken streetlamps. But it’s the pursuit of loftier goals, such as the two 
I mentioned, that really motivates me and inspires my work as a Commissioner.

I’m hopeful that the month of May will see good progress toward both of 
these goals. On the first, I’m grateful, as always, for the excellent work of our 
Community Relations Board. The community flea market and swap events that 

the Board is planning for early May are just the kind of positive, community-
building events I’d hoped to see when I proposed the creation of this Board last 
year. And as for the second goal, I’m looking forward to some new announcements 
about projects that will make our Town more beautiful and more verdant, as well 
as to implementing some of the ideas that the Commission will be discussing at 
our Earth Day meeting on April 30.

It occurs to me that I can use my Gazette column to promote both of the 
goals I’ve mentioned, by spreading the word about a wonderful phone app 
called iNaturalist. Social media, in general, is such a mixed bag: informative 
and deceptive, engaging but addictive, fun yet often toxic. But iNaturalist 
is the closest thing I’ve seen to a social-media utopia. It’s a community of 
individuals working together to understand the local plant and animal life in their 
community. If you zoom in on iNaturalist’s map of Surfside, you’ll see a bunch of 
color-coded markers that record biological sightings: green markers for plants, 
red for insects and spiders, blue for larger animals. Taken all together, the app 
provides a beautiful new perspective on our Town, and on a group of individuals 
working together to seek knowledge and to appreciate natural beauty. I hope to 
see you on there!

Commission CornerCommission Corner
CHARLES W. BURKETT

MAYOR

TINA PAUL
VICE MAYOR

RUBEN A. COTO
COMMISSIONER

GERARDO VILDOSTEGUI
COMMISSIONER

Happy Mother’s Day to All the Amazing Surfside Moms

This month, we celebrate the heart and soul of our families — our mothers. 
Happy Mother’s Day to every incredible mom in Surfside who shows up with 
love, strength, and patience every single day.

Mother’s Day is more than just flowers and cards. It’s a chance to pause and 
recognize the women who raised us, taught us, and loved us unconditionally. 
Whether she’s a mom, stepmom, grandmother, or mother figure, her impact is felt 
in countless ways — from early morning breakfasts to late-night heart-to-hearts.

This month, we honor their effort, their care, and the quiet moments of love 
they give that often go unnoticed.

So, to all Surfside moms — thank you. Thank you for your wisdom, your warmth, 
and the way you make life brighter just by being in it. Whether you’re spending 
time surrounded by family or enjoying a well-deserved break, we hope you feel 
celebrated, appreciated, and deeply loved.

Happy Mother’s Day — this month is yours.

NELLY VELASQUEZ
COMMISSIONER

DISCLAIMER: The comments posted by any Elected Official in this publication are the opinions of the commentator and do not represent or reflect the opinions 
or policies of the Town of Surfside, and do not imply endorsement of, or agreement by, any other members of the Town Commission or Town Administration.
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Members of Surfside’s Youth Council, accompanied by Vice Mayor Tina Paul, traveled to 
Tallahassee to participate in the Florida League of Cities Youth Council Legislative Action Day, 
March 25-26, 2025. The event provided an invaluable opportunity for the members to collaborate 
with Youth Councils from across Florida, while honing their skills in public speaking, negotiation, 
and collaboration. During their time in the state capital, the Youth Council members met with 
Florida Senators Shevrin Jones and Jason Pizzo. The discussions focused on several active Senate 
bills, particularly those related to education and environmental protection. The members made 
their voices heard, expressing their opinions on issues that directly impact the future of the state 
and its residents. This experience allowed Surfside’s Youth Council to not only learn more about 
the legislative process but also to actively participate in shaping the discussions around important 
statewide issues.

As the council continues to develop its leadership and advocacy skills, residents can look forward 
to more exciting events and projects in the near future. Stay tuned for updates on upcoming Youth 
Council initiatives and opportunities to get involved!

The Surfside Commission proclaimed Education and Sharing Day during its April meeting, highlighting the value of education and 
community engagement.

The Commission also presented a donation to the Ruth K. Broad Bay Harbor K-8 Center PTA to support local education initiatives. 
The contribution aims to enhance the educational experience for students at the center.

These actions reflect Surfside’s ongoing commitment to education and community involvement.

Surfside hosted a commission workshop on 
April 10, 2025, featuring Dr. Falk Amelung, 
a professor from the University of Miami’s 
Department of Marine Geosciences. 
The event, led by Vice Mayor Tina Paul 
and attended by Commissioner Gerardo 
Vildostegui and Bay Harbor Islands Council 
Member Teri D’Amico, explored the use 
of InSAR technology to monitor coastal 
subsidence in Miami’s barrier islands. 
The workshop underscored Surfside’s 
commitment to fostering informed 
discussions on local environmental issues 
and ensuring the safety and sustainability of 
its coastal communities.

SURFSIDE YOUTH COUNCIL TAKES ACTION IN 
TALLAHASSEE AT LEGISLATIVE EVENT

SURFSIDE COMMISSION PROCLAIMS EDUCATION AND SHARING 
DAY, DONATES TO RUTH K. BROAD BAY HARBOR K-8 PTA

SURFSIDE HOSTS COMMISSION WORKSHOP ON
COASTAL SUBSIDENCE IN BARRIER ISLANDS The Village of Bal Harbour is expected to begin its 

beach renourishment project with the US Army 
Corps of Engineers in mid-April with an anticipated 
completion date of mid-September, 2025.

The project will place approximately 225,000 cubic 
yards of beach-quality sand from an upland source 
along the critically eroded shoreline of Bal Harbour 
just north of Surfside.

Residents should expect heavy truck activity on the 
hard pack at 96th Street as sand-hauling vehicles 
make their way through to the beach.

Work is scheduled to take place Monday through 
Friday, sunrise to sundown.

BAL HARBOUR BEACH RENOURISHMENT PROJECT 
SCHEDULED FOR NOW - SEPTEMBER 2025
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PROPERTY USE POLL: 9333 HARDING AVENUE

Special Election Official Results
The following are the official results of the April 1, 2025, Surfside Special Election:
• Yes: 44.74%
• No: 55.26%
• Voter turnout: 26.92% (1,009 of 3,748 registered voters)

SPECIAL ELECTION RESULTS FOR
MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA RATIO (FAR) FOR NEW HOMES

From Public Works - On Saturday, May 10, 2025, from 9 a.m. to noon, The Town of 
Surfside will be hosting our annual Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Event. Residents 
are encouraged to bring any hazardous waste products to the 93rd ST parking lot, 
across from Town Hall, on this day only.

Please follow our guidelines for acceptance and proper disposal:

• Containers should be leak-proof and securely closed.

• Do not mix different waste materials

• All material that is loose (i.e. batteries) must be bagged.

• All bio-hazardous waste/ medical waste must be secured and shall be placed into
the sharps container by the resident

ACCEPTED: 

• Used automotive fluids, household chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides & herbicides,
paints & solvents, pool chemicals, electronics and batteries

NOT ACCEPTED:

• Mercury thermometers or any products containing mercury

• Ammunition of any type (for ammunition drop off, please contact the Surfside
Police Department @ (305) 861-4862

For more information please contact the Public Works Department @ (305)861-4863

From March 12 through April 6, Surfside residents cast 556 
ballots to choose how the Town should use the newly acquired 
property at 9333 Harding Avenue.

Option A: Surfside Fitness Club & Spa
– 425 votes (76.4 %)

Option B: Surfside Cultural Heritage Center
– 88 votes (15.8 %)

Option C: Other (Write-In)
– 43 votes ( 7.7 %)

Spring marks the return of sargassum seaweed along Surfside’s 
shoreline, a natural and essential part of South Florida’s coastal 
ecosystem. The seasonal brown algae typically appears from 
March through October and plays a key role in supporting 
marine life and shoreline stability.

Sargassum plays an important role in the coastal environment. 
It provides food and shelter for marine species such as fish, 
crabs and sea turtles, and serves as a vital foraging area for 
migratory birds. While harmless to humans, sargassum can emit 
an odor as it decomposes and may be considered a nuisance 
to some beachgoers. Residents and visitors are reminded 
that sargassum is protected by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection and cannot be removed with heavy 
machinery without proper permits.

SARGASSUM SEASON ARRIVES:
WHAT SURFSIDE RESIDENTS 

SHOULD KNOW

SMART RECYCLING IN SURFSIDE
Recycling is an essential first step toward reducing waste in your household, but many people often 
misunderstand the rules. Knowing what can and can’t be recycled, as well as how to properly prepare 
your items, is crucial.

Did you know that recyclables can become contaminated when items are placed in the wrong bin, or when 
food containers that still have residue are thrown into the recycling? Contamination can prevent large 
batches of material from being recycled properly. Additionally, non-recyclable items in your recycling 
bin increase the cost of recycling, slow down the process, and pose safety risks at the recycling facility.

Many items collected for recycling actually can’t be recycled. These often end up being incinerated or 
sent to landfills. When in doubt, it’s always better to throw it out.

3 KEY POINTS WHEN RECYCLING:

• Recycle bottles, cans, paper, and cardboard. Materials like newspapers, magazines, plastic bottles, 
aluminum cans, and similar items are recyclable.

• Keep food and liquid out of your recycling. Be sure to rinse off food or liquid residue from your
recyclable items before placing them in the bin.

• No loose plastic bags and no bagged recyclables. Keep plastic bags out of your recycling bin. They 
can often be recycled at your local grocery store—like Publix on Harding Avenue.

Still unsure about what can be recycled? Come ask the experts at 
the Town’s Earth Day Resource Fair on April 27, 2025, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

Have electronics or hazardous materials you need to dispose 
of? Check out the Town’s Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Event 
on May 10, 2025, from 9 a.m. to noon.
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Police Beat Uptown FunTown
SURFSIDE POLICE AND YOUTH COUNCIL 

PROMOTE SCOOTER SAFETY 
FOR ALL AGES

In an effort to promote safe scooter practices, the Surfside Police 
Department, in collaboration with the Youth Council, has launched an 
initiative aimed at raising awareness and ensuring the safety of riders 
throughout the community.

The program focuses on educating riders of all ages on the importance 
of wearing helmets, following traffic rules, and being aware of their 
surroundings while on scooters. By implementing this initiative, the 
Surfside Police Department and Youth Council aim to reduce scooter-
related accidents and enhance public safety in the area.

“We’re committed to keeping our streets 
safe for everyone, and this initiative is 
one of the many ways we can make a 
difference,” said Chief Henry Doce 
of the Surfside Police Department. 
“Whether you’re a young rider or an 
adult, following safety protocols can 
prevent accidents and ensure a safer 
community for all.”

In a pivotal moment for Surfside, Detective Gambirazio and Officer Gabriel 
were sworn in by the Honorable Judge Alberto Milan on April 9, 2025, to 
join the State Attorney’s Human Trafficking Task Force. This partnership 
highlights the Town’s steadfast commitment to combating human trafficking 
and protecting its community from exploitation.

“This partnership represents Surfside’s unwavering dedication to ensuring 
justice and safety for all residents,” commented Chief Henry Doce. “We are 
honored to contribute to such a vital initiative and are determined to make a 
significant impact in combating human trafficking.” The State Attorney’s Task 
Force plays a crucial role in coordinating efforts to investigate and prosecute 
human trafficking cases across the region. Surfside’s involvement marks a 
significant step forward in local law enforcement’s proactive approach to 
addressing this issue.

On Sunday, April 6, the Resort Tax Board and the 
Miami Jewish Film Festival (MJFF) partnered to 
sponsor a special screening of “Bad Shabbos,” winner 
of the 2024 Tribeca Film Festival’s Audience Award, 
on the beach at 93rd Street. Attendees also enjoyed 
complimentary popcorn, cannoli’s and iced tea. 
The screening, the second with a major film festival 
in recent months, is part of the Board’s dedicated 
mission to expand cultural programming for visitors 
and residents alike. Representatives from the MJFF 
were on hand to celebrate the occasion as well as 
members of the Resort Tax Board, Vice Mayor Tina 
Paul and Commissioner Gerardo Vildostegui.

Surfside residents, business owners, and visitors gathered at the 
Grand Beach Hotel Surfside on Thursday, March 27, for Coffee 
with the Cops, an event designed to promote open communication 
between the community and local law enforcement. Chief of Police 
Henry Doce and his staff engaged with attendees, discussing 
concerns and strengthening relationships in an informal setting.  
For more information on future Police events, contact Sergeant Matelis 
at 305-861-4862.

DETECTIVES JOIN STATE ATTORNEY’S 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING TASK FORCE

SURFSIDE AND THE MIAMI JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL (MJFF) 
PARTNER FOR “BAD SHABBOS” SCREENING

COFFEE WITH THE COPS FOSTERS 
COMMUNITY DIALOGUE IN SURFSIDE

SCAN TO WATCH VIDEO

THURSDAY BLOCK PARTIES CONTINUE
May’s action-packed 90th Anniversary event wraps on Thursday, May 29 with Fifth Thursday, The 
Art Affair presented by the Resort Tax Board in partnership with Cloud Creative Experiences. 

This art-themed event will include visual references to the Town’s 90th anniversary in addition to art 
vendors and activities, live music, complimentary food and drink and more! Join us from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at 93rd Street Town Hall.

Surfside’s iconic Paddletopia! event is set to return for the first 
time in three years at the new 96th Street Park from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. presented by the Resort Tax Board. Celebrate Surfside’s 
waterfront lifestyle and the Town’s 90th anniversary while 
enjoying complimentary paddleboarding and kayaking, fitness 
classes and demonstrations, beverages and bites, plus custom 
giveaways (while supplies last). Attendees will also experience an 
interactive Surfside history trivia section, a vintage candy gift 
shop, and throwback 1935 decor. Bring your friends, neighbors 
and family and join us for an unforgettable weekend of kayaking, 
fitness and Surfside memories. Paddletopia will also feature 
a Community Clothing Swap organized by the Community 
Relations Board (CRB).

CELEBRATE SURFSIDE’S 
MILESTONE 90TH WITH THE 

WHOLE FAMILY AT PADDLETOPIA!

FREE PADDLEBOARDING & K AYAKING
LIVE MUSIC  •  FITNESS CL ASSES & DEMONSTRATIONS
BEVERAGES & BITES  •  COMMUNIT Y CLOTHING SWAP
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This year marks a significant milestone for the vibrant coastal community of Surfside as it celebrates 
its 90th anniversary. Established on May 18, 1935 by members of The Surf Club, Surfside has 
grown from a quaint beachside enclave into a bustling Town known for its rich heritage and strong 
community spirit.

Nestled along the Atlantic Ocean, Surfside has become a cherished home to residents and a beloved 
destination for visitors seeking sun, sand, and small-town charm. From its early days as a haven 
for beachgoers to its current status as a thriving municipality, Surfside continues to evolve while 
preserving its unique  character and natural beauty.

The Town’s 90th anniversary celebrations will honor its past, present, and future with a series of 
events throughout the month. Festivities will include historical walks, community gatherings, and 
special tributes to key figures who have shaped Surfside’s identity over the decades.

“We are proud to commemorate 90 years of growth, resilience, and community spirit,” said Mark 
Blumstein, Town Manager. “Surfside’s anniversary is not just a celebration of our history but a 
testament to the dedication and unity of our residents who continue to make this Town a wonderful 
place to live, work, and visit.”

As Surfside looks forward to the future, residents and visitors alike are invited to join in celebrating 
this momentous occasion and to share in the Town’s enduring legacy of warmth, hospitality, and 
coastal beauty.

5/3/25 

5/4/25 

5/12/25 

5/18/25 

5/18/25 

Paddletopia!    
96th Street Park at 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Paddletopia!
96th Street Park at 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

90th Anniversary Cocktail Reception* 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Historic Walking Tour with Dr. Paul 
George Town Hall at 11 a.m.

Surfside 90th Anniversary Celebration 
96th Street Park at 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

*Entry exclusively for guests with RSVP.

SURFSIDE CELEBRATES 90 YEARS OF 
COMMUNITY AND HERITAGE

VISIT WWW. WWW.TOWNOFSURFSIDEFL.GOV FOR MORE INFO

Newly completed Surf Club, 1935. 
Miami news Collection, HistoryMiami Museum, 1989-011-15805.

5/12/25 
90th Anniversary Cocktail Reception             

7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Entry exclusively for guests with RSVP.



15  

It Starts In Parks

m ay  2 0 2 5     s u r fs i d e  g a z e t t e

A NIGHT IN ITALY!

SPRING EGG HUNT
Surfside families gathered at 96th Street Park on April 6 for a delightful morning of spring fun! From bounce houses to 
dance-offs, and of course, the eagerly awaited egg hunt across multiple age groups, the day was filled with laughter and 
excitement. Thank you to everyone who joined us for this wonderful community event!

Presented by Parks & Recreation

Presented by Parks & Recreation

Presented by Parks & Recreation

Uptown FunTown

SPLASH INTO SPRING
Splash Into Spring was a hit! Thank you to everyone who joined us on April 5 at the Community Center Pool for a  
fun-filled Duck and Egg Hunt! We hope you had a blast celebrating the season with us.

Hundreds of attendees enjoyed a magical Italian evening April 3 at the Resort Tax Board’s best event of the season,  
“A Night in Italy.” 93rd Street was transformed into a charming space where residents and hotel guests enjoyed live 
music, a complimentary handmade, fresh Italian pasta station, local pizza, gelato, prosecco as well as an Italian market 
with vendors providing authentic goods.

SENIOR TRIP TO ACTORS’ PLAYHOUSE
Our senior trip to see Waitress at the Actors’ Playhouse was a hit! 

Residents enjoyed a heartwarming and feel-good experience, following Jenna’s journey through life, love, and motherhood. 
Thank you to all who joined us for this wonderful outing!
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Town of Surfside Parks and Recreation Department
 Spring Mini Session 2025 Registration Begins
Residents: March 17 Non-Residents: March 31 2025

For more information call the 
Surfside Community Center (305) 866-3635

Website: www.townofsurfsidefl.gov 2/20/2025

Start Smart
Soccer

PROGRAM DAYS/DATES HOURS FEE PER
SESSION

YOUTH ATHLETIC PROGRAMS

AGES

  Soccer 4/29 - 05/29/25
4-6 yrs.
7-8 yrs.
9-12 yrs.

Residents $120.00
Non-Residents $170.00

Tuesdays & Thursdays

 Girls Soccer

SCAN FOR FLYERS

4:00-5:00pm
5:00-6:00pm
6:00-7:00pm

5:00-6:00pm
6:00-7:00pm

7-8 yrs.
9-12 yrs.

2-4 yrs.

Residents $120.00
Non-Residents $170.00

Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

SCAN FOR ONLINE
REGISTARTION

Sundays
10:00 - 11:00 AM5/4 - 6/1/25

Tennis See Tennis
Listing See Tennis ListingSee Tennis Listing See Tennis

Listing

04/28 - 05/28/25
No Class: 05/26

Mondays & Wednesday Youth
Basketball

4:45-5:45pm
6:00-7:00pm

5-7 yrs.
8-12 yrs.

Residents $108.00
Non-Residents $153.00

Tuesdays & Thursdays
4/29 - 5/29/25

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL PARKS & RECREATION  AT 305-866-3635 OR VISIT TOWNOFSURFSIDEFL.GOV/PROGRAMS. DATES, TIMES AND CLASSES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

04/28 - 05/26/25
No Class: 5/26

Town of Surfside Parks and Recreation Department
  Spring Mini Session 2025 Registration Begins
Residents: March 17 Non-Residents: March 31 2025

For more information call the 
Surfside Community Center (305) 866-3635

Website: www.townofsurfsidefl.gov 2/20/2025

 Pilates

Adult Art Class

Hatha Yoga 11:00 -12:00pm

Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

Mondays

PROGRAM DAYS/DATES HOURS FEE PER
SESSION

ADULT AND SENIOR PROGRAMS

Tuesdays
04/29 - 05/27/25

AGES

Silver Sneakers:
Cardio & Strength

Sundays

Tuesdays & Fridays

05/4 - 06/1/25 

04/29 - 05/30/25

 Zumba 04/28 - 05/26/25
No Class: 5/26

18-54yrs. Residents $48.00
Non-Residents $68.00

Mondays

Zumba Gold

SCAN FOR FLYERS

9:00-10:00am

9:00-10:00am

7:15-8:15pm

9:00-10:00am

55 & Over

See Flyer

16 & Over

50 & Over

16 & Over

Residents $20.00
Non-Residents $28.00

 See Flyer

S.S Members: Free
Non-Members: $10.00

SCAN FOR ONLINE
REGISTARTION

See Flyer See Flyer

Senior Time 10:00-12:00pm Free
Wednesdays

04/30 - 05/28/25 18 & Over

Self Defense 7:15-8:15pm
Thursdays

05/1- 05/29/25 16 & Over Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

Current Events 10:15-12:15am
Thursdays

05/1 - 05/29/25 18 & Over Free
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For more information call the 
Surfside Community Center (305) 866-3635

Website: www.townofsurfsidefl.gov

Tunes for Tots

Mommy & Me

Taekwondo

10:00-11:00am
Registration Thru

Round Robin Playgroup
See Flyer

Gymnastics
Mondays

2/20/2025

Residents: March 17 Non-Residents: March 31 2025

Thursdays
05/1- 05/29/25 2yrs &

Under

04/28 - 05/28/25
No Class: 05/26

Mondays & Wednesdays

Town of Surfside Parks and Recreation Department

PROGRAM

 Spring Mini Session 2025 Registration Begins

DAYS/DATES

04/30 - 05/28/25

HOURS FEE PER
SESSION

YOUTH AND TEEN PROGRAMS

AGES

Wednesday

SCAN FOR FLYERS

6:30-7:25pm

10:00-11:00am

7-18yrs.

6 month-
5yrs.

Residents $108.00
Non-Residents $153.00

Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

SCAN FOR ONLINE
REGISTARTION

4:30-5:30pm
5:30-6:30pm

3-5yrs.
6-12yrs.

Residents $48.00
Non-Residents $68.00

Snapology
Tuesday

4:00-5:00pm 7-14yrs. Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

Hip-Hop 5:00-6:00pm Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

Saturdays
05/03 - 05/31/25 7-12yrs.

Jazz Dance
Saturdays

05/03 - 05/31/25 4:00-5:00pm 7-12yrs. Residents $60.00
Non-Residents $85.00

 04/28 - 05/26/25
No Class: 05/26

04/29 - 05/27/25
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Senior Brunch Bunch
Town of Surfside Parks and Recreation Department

Residents:  April 18th
Non-Residents: May 2nd

REGISTRATION

Residents: $5.00
Non-Residents: $10.00

FEES

JOIN THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FOR OUR
MONTHLY SENIOR BRUNCH BUNCH. WE WILL HAVE A BUFFET STYLE. 

  

 
Friday

May 16th, 2025

11:00am - 1:00pm

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING ACCOMMODATIONS
IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE MUST CONTACT THE SURFSIDE
COMMUNITY CENTER AT LEAST 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE IN

ORDER TO REQUEST SUCH ACCOMMODATIONS.

REGISTRATION AND EVENT WILL BE HELD AT THE
SURFSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER 9301 COLLINS AVE.

For more information call the 
Surfside Community Center (305)866-3635 

Website: www.townofsurfsidefl.gov

FOOD GUARANTEED FOR THE FIRST 30 PRE– REGISTERED
PARTICIPANTS. REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY 

FRIDAY, MAY 9TH. 

Bingo!!

PLEASE NOTE THAT TWO OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE
TOWN COMMISSION, TOWN BOARD OR COMMITTEE MAY BE

PRESENT AT THIS EVENT.

We're excited to invite you to our upcoming senior trip to Superblue
Miami, an immersive art experience that will ignite your creativity!

Step into a world of vibrant, larger-than-life installations and
interactive exhibits that celebrate the power of art to inspire and

energize. Don’t miss this unforgettable adventure where you'll
explore, reflect, and lose yourself in a kaleidoscope of color and light!

SENIOR TRIP
TOWN OF SURFSIDE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

For more information contact the Parks and Recreation Department 

at (305) 866 - 3635 or visit www.townofsurfsidefl.gov

Wednesday, May 21st, 2025
11:00 AM - 4:30 PM

SuperBlue Miami
(1101 NW 23 Street Miami, FL 33127 )

 COST:
 Residents: $20.00

 Non-Residents: $30.00
Registration now open!

Bus departs from Surfside Community Center,
9301 Collins Avenue at 11:00AM and will return approximately at 5:00PM

*Transportation provided*

Proof of residency required at time of registration
Registration will take place at the Surfside Community Center

SCAN QR CODE 
FOR THE
AQUATIC 
PROGRAMS
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• Always swim in a lifeguarded area.
• Never swim alone, regardless of your age or level  

of swimming skills.

• Keep within your fitness and swimming capabilities.
• Be aware of weather and water conditions and heed 

warnings.

For daily beach conditions, contact the  
Community Center at (305) 866–3635. 

*Conditions available during beach tower operations.

R E F R E S H  YO U R  B E A C H  S A F E T Y  K N O W L E D G E

HOW TO BREAK THE 
GRIP OF THE RIP:
•Don’t fight the current.
•Swim out of the current 
then to shore.
•If you can’t escape, 
float or tread water.
•Call or wave for 
assistance.

MONTH BEACH MAIN POOL TOT LOT

January 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

February 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:30

10:00-6:00

March 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:30

10:00-6:30

April 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:00

May 9:00-5:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

June 9:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

July 9:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

August 9:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

September 9:00-5:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:00

10:00-6:30

October 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:00

10:00-6:30

November 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

December 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

TOWN OF SURFSIDE  

AQUATICS HOURS OF OPERATION 

S C A N  T O  R E S E R V E 
A  L A P  L A N E

TENNIS PROGRA MS 
SCHEDULE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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Eric Broad
Broker Associate
305.318.2385
eric.broad@corcoran.com

Fol low me on Instagram!
@bestofmiamibeach

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

9537 HARDING AVE |  SURFSIDE

Find a new 
place to rinse 
off the sand.

Proudly serving the beachfront 
communities of Surfside, Bal Harbour, 
and Bay Harbor Islands. Call Eric today!

Discover exciting programs 
and events in Surfside, from 
summer camps and wellness 
workshops to senior trips and 
brunches. Scan the QR code to 
explore the full lineup, includ-
ing the Memorial Day ceremony 
presented by the Parks and 
Recreation Department. Don’t 
miss out—register today and 
stay connected with our vibrant 
community offerings!

advertise your business with us
please visit www.townofsurfsidefl.gov for more info

Without your support, the survival of sea turtles on the planet is uncertain. Here are 
some ways you can help sea turtles:

• Please respect sea turtles natural behaviors and share the beach. Do not 
approach or harass nesting sea turtles or hatchlings. Although large reptiles, 
nesting sea turtles scare easily.

• Never interfere or pick up hatchlings emerging from nests or walking on the 
beach. Without the right permits, this is a violation of the law. Hatchlings have 
limited energy reserves. If you observe hatchlings travelling away from the 
ocean, call FWC at their 24 hour wildlife hotline: 1-888-404-FWCC (3922) 
or *FWC (*392) from your mobile device or our nighttime response line at 786-
719-6836 or our stranding response line at 305-310-3046.

• For necessary lighting keep it low, shielded, and long. Keep lights low to the 
ground, pointed downward and shielded from sight from the beach. Sea turtles 
cannot see long wavelength light well, changing bulbs to amber or red LED 
reduces the chance for disorientation.  

• Keep County beaches and waters clean. Properly dispose of garbage – don’t 
litter! Sea turtles may mistake debris for food. Imagine the resemblance 
between a floating plastic bag and a jelly fish!

• Stay clear of marked sea turtle nests on the beach. It is a violation of state and 
federal law to disturb a sea turtle, its nest, eggs or hatchlings. If you encounter 
a person poaching or vandalizing a nest, call the local police or FWC (1-888-
404-3922 or *FWC from your mobile phone). Do NOT try to interfere or stop 
the event yourself.

• Don’t use bonfires, flashlights, flash photography or video camera lights on the 
beach at night. Bright lights can disturb and cause disorientation of nesting 
turtles and hatchlings.

 Spread awareness in your local community about sea turtles.

LEARN 
MORE



SURFSIDE REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

3 0 5 . 3 8 9 . 0 2 2 0
JENNIFER@BRILLIANTMIAMIREALESTATE.COM

SURFSIDE HOMES
SOLD SINCE 2006

119
VISIT MY WEBSITE

JENNIFER BRILLIANT

Featured Properties of the Month

FLUENT IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

305.799.2633

VANESSA@VANESSAFRANKMIAMI.COM

   VANESSAFRANKMIAMI

VANESSA FRANK

© 2025 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty A�  liates LLC and used with permission.

CHECK OUT
OUR WEBSITE

PLEASE CONTACT US TO SHOW YOU HOW OUR SERVICE IS DIFFERENT

# 1 AGENT IN SURFSIDE, ONE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

We never miss a showing!
I live and Work in Surfside. Contact me today!

8951 HAWTHORNE AVE, 
SURFSIDE, FL 33154

9110 W BAY HARBOUR DR #6, 
BAY HARBOR ISLANDS, FL 33154

10175 COLLINS AVE #307,
BAL HARBOUR, FL 33154

9164 CARLYLE AVE, 
SURFSIDE, FL 33154

8851 DICKENS AVE, 
SURFSIDE, FL 33154

REPRESENTING SELLER REPRESENTING DEVELOPER REPRESENTING SELLER REPRESENTING SELLER REPRESENTING SELLER

3 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS

INT:  2,681  SQ FT   | LOT:  5,600 SQ FT

SALE PRICE :  $2,799,000

5 BEDS | 5 BATHS | 2 POWDER ROOM

INT: 5,164 SQ FT  |  LOT: 653 SQ FT

SALE PRICE : $13,000,000

2 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS

INT: 1,967 SQ FT

ASKING PRICE: $1,195,000

INT: 1,640 SQ FT

LOT: 6,720 SQ FT 

SALE PRICE: $1,550,000

INT: 2,374 SQ FT 

LOT: 8,400 SQ FT

SALE PRICE: $2,000,000

ACTIVE SOLDACTIVE SOLDUNDER CONTRACT

ERIC BROAD | Broker
305-318-2385

ejbroad@gmail.com

FEATURED LISTING

SELLING SURFSIDE 
REAL ESTATE FOR
 OVER 52 YEARS!

SINCE 1972
9585 HARDING AVENUE 

SURFSIDE, FL 33154 | 305-866-2423



GIFTS/JEWELRY/FLOWERS
Moon Over Miami Gift Shop - 9520 Harding Ave 

Liborio Cigars - 9520 Harding Ave 

Miami Gift / Italian J- 9482 Harding Ave  

Gray and Sons Jewelry - 9595 Harding Ave 

Amoris Flowers + Events - 9577 Harding Ave 

Sunny Toys & Gifts - 9575 Harding Ave

Miamira Jewelers - 9573 Harding Ave

7th Plateau - 9559 Harding Ave 

JS Diamond Enterprises - 9553 Harding Ave #307

Yaffa Wigs - 9515 Harding Ave.

Sherels Hats - 9513 Harding Ave.

Jewelers Choice - 9501 Harding Ave

World of Smoke & Vape - 9501 Harding Ave

Tzfasman Jewelers - 9425 Harding Ave

BOUTIQUES/SHOES/TAILORS/CLEANERS
Penny’s Alterations - 9532 Harding Ave #104 

Verdile’s/Mario The Tailor - 9520 Harding Ave

H20 Dive Center  - 9520 Harding Ave

The Shoppe Miami - 9486 Harding Ave

Tsniout Runway - 9458 Harding Ave

Condotti - 9565 Harding Ave

Lucky Cigar Surfside - 9555 Harding Ave 

Iris Alterations & Tailoring - 9553 Harding Ave #204  

WoW The Concept - 9507 Harding Ave

SIGAL - 9453 Harding ave  

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
ONE Sotheby’s International Realty - 9588 Harding Ave

The Agency - 9564 Harding Ave

Infinity BH Real Estate/Goldfarb - 9520 Harding Ave

Estelle Stern Realty - 9508 Harding Ave  

The Corcoran Group - 9537 Harding Ave 

BEAUTY SALON/BARBER SHOP
Surfside No. 2 Barber Shop - 9504 Harding Ave

LAHH Salon - 9480 Harding Ave

D’Nails Lounge - 9466 Harding Ave 

Justin Barbershop - 9452 Harding Ave

Alexia + Frankie’s Beauty Bar - 9448 Harding Ave 

Uni K Wax - 9567 Harding Ave  

Femme Coiffure & Spa - 9563 Harding Ave 

Extension Dreams Hair Salon - 9521 Harding Ave 

Surfside Barber Shop - 9431 Harding Ave 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
CVS Pharmacy - 9578 Harding Ave 

Oberle Opticians - 9552 Harding Ave 

Lemel Medspa - 9538 Harding Ave

Surfside Chiropractic - 9532 Harding Ave  #101

Veterinary Wellness Center of Surfside - 9530 Harding Ave 

Dr. Curson Podiatry - 9528 Harding Ave 

SJI Dermatology - 9528 Harding Avenue

Mycardiology, Dr. Jonathan GreenBlatt, MD - 9528 Harding Ave

Dr. Edy A. Guerra Dental Center - 9456 Harding Ave

BH Rx Surfside Pharmacy - 9541 Harding Ave  

Surfside Hearing Aid - 222 95th St

Bal Harbour Smiles - 260 95th St #202

Malekin Law PA -260 95th St #206

RESTAURANT/SUPERMARKET
Starbucks - 9560 Harding Ave 
Cine Citta CafeK - 9544 Harding Ave 
Subway - 9536 Harding Ave 
Flanigan’s Seafood Bar & Grill - 9516 Harding Ave 
Cafe Ragazzi - 9500 Harding Ave  
Big Daddy’s Liquor - 9494 Harding Ave 
Cafe VertK - 9490 Harding Ave 
RustikoK - 9476 Harding Ave  
Street KitchenK  - 9460 Harding
Panini GrillK  - 9460 Harding 
Publix Supermarket - 9400 Harding Ave 
Sushi Republic - 9583 Harding Ave  
Morelia Gourmet PaletasK  - 9571 Harding Ave 
Street BarK  - 9561 Harding Ave 
Zohar’s GelatoK - 9543 Harding Ave
The Gifted CrustK - 9523 Harding Ave
The CarrotK - 9519 Harding Ave 
Josh’s Deli - 9517 Harding Ave
Naamah Sushi - 9509 Harding Ave
Neya RestaurantK - 9491 Harding Ave 
26 Sushi + Wok - 9487 Harding Ave 
La Vita E Bella Cafe - 9485 Harding Ave  
KoshK - 9477 Harding Ave  
The GroveK - 9467 Harding Ave 
Fialkoff’s Express SurfsideK - 9463 Harding Ave
Moncheese Pizza - 9459 Harding Ave 
Rita’s Ice Custard Happiness - 9461 Harding Ave
Serendipity Yogurt CafeK - 9457 Harding Ave 
OAKBERRY Acaí - 9455 Harding Ave
RoastK - 9441 Harding Ave
Miami Beach Chocolates SurfsideK - 9433 Harding Ave
The Harbour BistroK  - 9427 Harding Ave
Harbour Grill DeliK  - 9415-9421 Harding Ave

FINANCIAL/SERVICES
Flagstar Bank - 9592 Harding Ave  

Chase Bank - 9556 Harding Ave 

Camissar International - 9520 Harding Ave  

 AT&T Surfside - 9569 Harding Ave  

SKF Tech - 9553 Harding Ave  #302

SK Worldwide - 9553 Harding Ave  #303 

Gelb Productions - 9553 Harding Ave  #311

CitiBank - 9525 Harding Ave 

U.S. Post Office Surfside - 250 95th St

Barry Cohen Law Firm - 260 95th St  #201 

Executive Auto Group - 260 95th St  #203  

T-Mobile - 9435 Harding Ave

The UPS Store - 9429 Harding Ave

Wells Fargo Bank - 9401 Harding Ave 
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FIND YOUR HOME AT CORCOR AN.COM
OR V IS IT US AT 9537 HARDING AVE .

be floaty
be flirty
be free

be home.
©
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9293 Harding Avenue
Surfside, Florida 33154
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Sun. May 18, 2025
90th Anniversary Celebration

96th Street Park
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Sponsored by The Resort Tax Board 

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE VISIT
WWW.TOWNOFSURFSIDEFL.GOV

Newly completed Surf Club, 1935.  
Miami news Collection,  
HistoryMiami Museum, 1989-011-15805.




